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Momentous change through caste count, delimitation,
women's quota and simultaneous polls

!

227702

LU

770975"22

9

S

=

v

vy Vv v
) v @ v A

& Scanned with OKEN Scanner



VOL. 44INO. 71 THE WEEK FEBRUARY 15 2026 FOR THE WEEK - FEBRUARY 9:FEBRUARY 15

COVER
STORY

-~ INDIABY

g

NUMBERS ‘e

A
“4\ 2.
n: % ~ y o
5 2 o K \
PN q

Census 2027 is likely to trigger a cascade of consequential
political decisions—ranging from caste enumeration and
constituency delimitation to women's reservation and
simultaneous elections. Taken together, these measures
have the potential to fundamentally reshape India’s
electoral landscape, redistribute political power and
compel every political party to recalibrate its strategies.

IMAGING BINESH SREEDHARAN

4| THE WEEK « FEBRUARY 15, 2026

4

@ Scanned with OKEN Scanner




CURRENT
EVENTS

Sunetra Pawar's
appointment as deputy
chielminister of
Maharashtra offers a
fascinating peep into the
workings of the both the
NCP and the Pawar family
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BUDGET

Nirmala Sitharaman’s ninth
budget was no spectacle, but it
showed a long-term vision

GUEST ARTICLE

While ensuring there

is continuity in fiscal
management, this year’s
budget has a clear focus on
long-term priorities, building
resilience and capacity and
equipping the youth: Sanjay
Kumar Mishra, member of the
Economic Advisory Council to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

INDO-US
TRADE DEAL

India and the US appear 10

havye seftled on a pragmatic
middle ground, but the fine
print of the trade deal could
still contain hidden catches

“Trump got the best deal
that India has ever offered
on tariffs”: Mark Linscott,
senior adviser, US-India
Strategic Partnership Forum
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INTERVIEW

“We hope India
continues to use
its contacts with
Russia to help
| bring the war to
an end”: Kimmo
Lihdevirta,
ambassador of
Finland to India

SPACE

NASA's Artemis I moon
mission marks a shift from
exploration to occupation

KERALA

The turnout at a Hindu revivalist
gathering in a Muslim-majority
district of Kerala has emboldened
the BJP to seek political dividends
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What three Oscar contenders
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Budgets are often
judged by what
they announce

N or what they

9 withhold,

Ceaf8d yetbudget
2026-27 signals a quieter
and more consequential
ambition by reflecting a shift
from declaring intentto
consolidating capacity.
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