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VIJAY & MGR
THE PARALLEL
JOURNEYS OF TWO
STAR-TURNED CMs

WEALTH WATCH
WHY BONDS ARE
GETTING POPULAR
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ECONOMY

How the Strait of Hormuz
crisis is squeezing India’s
growth, rupee, fiscal balance
and inflation—all at once

China asserts itself as
Washington's equal in
global power politics

RAHUL R. PATTOM

CONTROVERSY

Rebuilding trust in the NEET
could be far more difficult than
preventing a paper leak

Plus

Reform will require imagination,
political will and questioning
entrenched practices

-Krishna Kumar,

former director, NCERT
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Chief Minister I 383
Suvendu Adhikari’s 7- @ \‘
father, himself
a former Union
minister, talks about
the boy he knew
would “become big”
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India produces millions of graduates
every year. But, there is a perennial
complaint from industry that too few of
them are prepared for the workforce.
The country's best universities are
changing that perception
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KERALA

V.D. Satheesan begins his tenure
as chief minister balancing
welfare promises, public
expectations and severe financial
constraints

TELANGANA
Personal grievances, political
ambition and ideological
positioning give momentum to

Kalvakuntla Kavitha’s campaign
against the BRS
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WEALTH WATCH

@ As a balanced investment
option, bonds are best suited for
conservative investors and those
nearing financial goals

® Personal loan is one of the
quickest ways to raise funds, .
but it is also among the most
expensive

LEISURE From the silver
‘ screen to the chief
minister’s office,
Vijay has followed
the MGR template
fm— to power. Now
comes the harder
part
COLUMNS
16 POWERDRVE
R. Prasannan
42 SCHIZO-NATION
Anuja Chauhan
55 MEDICINE BEYOND BORDERS
Shyla Jovitha Abraham
and Dr Jame Abraham
66 MEDI-SCENE
'Dr Preetha Reddy
SOUNE
180 LASTWORD
Shashi Tharoor
@ Politicians,
pundits and
public clamour for
Starmer’s blood.
Unlike some
predecessors,
his missteps are serious, but
not egregious. They were not -
| sufficient to oust him, but =
cumulatively they eroded his
authority. (L

e

" COVER LLUSTRATION BINESH SREEDHARAN

Printed at Malayala Manorama Press, Manorama Bullding, K. Road, Kottayam - 686 001, Kerala, and
published from Manorama Bullding, K.K. Road, Kottayam - 686 001, Kerala, by Publisher and Printer .
Jacob Mathew, on behalf of the Malayala Manorama Company Private Ltd., Manorama Buildi
Kottayam - 686 001, Kerala, Editor Philip Mathew,
036, Kerala. Place of Publication: Manorama Bulldings, Panampilly Nagar, Kochi -

« Focus/Infocus features are pald marketing/PRinitlatives - = . -

682036, Kerala. -

| MAY31,2026 * THEWEEK |7

& Scanned with OKEN Scanner

ng KK Road,
Manorama Buildings, Panampilly Nagar, Kochi-682 -



