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ndia’s cities are no longer collapsing in

dramatic bursts but instead they are eroding

in plain sight (‘The Civic Nightmare of Indian
Cities’, February 23, 2026). Roads cave in, drains
overflow, bridges do not align and garbage piles
up, These are not freak events. They are signs of
asystem that does not work. The real problem
is nota lack of money or big plans. Itis the absence of clear responsibility.
Different departments handle roads, drains, transport and utilities, but no
single authority owns the final outcome, One agency digs up aroad, another
repairsit, a third manages traffic. When something goes wrong, blame travels
in circles, Filling potholesis treated as success, even if the road fails again in
the next rain, Drains are cleaned, yet neighbourhoods still flood. Funds are
allocated, but daily life does notimprove. Citizens adjust instead. They buy
water, install air purifiers, avoid certain roads and keep children indoors.
Coping hasreplaced expectation. A city should make life easier, not teach

people how to endure it,

Tanvi Puri
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Alisnotjustgenerating patterns @
in India’s art and craft world. LIVING AND BELONGING

A foreign correspondent’s
culturaldiscoveries
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L THEDOUBLE-ENGINEPLEDGE R ADS OF INHERITANCE

In the upcoming Assembly h Py s
elections in West Bengal, Tamil Nadu ;\ngg Dong "?rl: gtuﬂdzlegm
andKerala, BJP hopestochallenge the f ra?is' tifrrllaer?épslu stafxfgb ilit

regional with the national ! . Y

February 23,2026). Debateis welcome
inademocracy, butdisruptionisnot.
When membersclimbontotables,
block the prime minister’s path, or
wavearound unverified material, it
lowersthedignity ofthe House. The
governmentwasrightnottoallow
discussion based onabook that wasnot
officiallyavailable. Parliament cannot
function onrumoursorpolitical
theatre. Ifthereare concernsabout
nationalsecurity or foreign policy,
they must beraised responsiblyand
within therules.Indiafaces serious
challenges, from bordersecurity to
trade negotiations. Theserequirefocus,
notslogans. Voters expect constructive
debate on the Budgetandnational
interest. The country needsstability,
not headline-seeking confrontations.
Kunal Bhatnagar

useand emotional distance(‘We
LoveKorean, Sorry Papa, February
23,2026). TheirinterestinKorean
pop culture wasnot therealissue;it
appearedtofillagapcreated bylimited
socialinteractionandlack of support.
Blamingone cultureorentertainment
formignoresdeeperproblemssuchas
parenting pressures,digital overuse
and poormental healthawareness. The
tragedy showshow teenagerscanbuild
strongonlineidentitieswhenreal-life
connectionsare weak. Italsoraises
questionsaboutschoolingdisruptions
andsupervisionafterthe Covid
pandemic. Ratherthanimposingbans,
the emphasisshould beonbalanced
screen timeand easieraccessto
counselling,ensuring that pop culture
remainsaharmlessinterest.
RNarasimhan
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47 CAPITALISING THEFUTURE With shots fired at Rohit Shetty's I'M A BRIDGE
ForIndia, itisnotaquestion house and threats issued against Marina Abramovic¢ is adoyenne of @
i ili Ranveer Singh, Bollywood performance art. She gavean
ofadoppepbutcepabiuy grapples at the prospect of the exclusive lecture at the Kochi- STARGAZER
& return of theunderworld Muziris Biennale recently By Kaveree Bamzal
b By Lhendup G Bhutia By Bose Krishnamachari
- Coverby
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DISRUPTIONPOLITICS SILENT DISCONNECT SPIRITUAL GROOVE
Therecentscenesin Parliament show Thesuicidenoteleftby threeteenage Kirtan, onceseenasatraditional
why disciplineandseriousnessmatter  sistersin Ghaziabadrevealsaworrying  spiritual practice, isbecoming popular
in publiclife (‘Not on the Same Page, mixofloneliness,excessive screen with GenZ(KirtanIsthe New

Cool’,by Saumyaa Vohra, February
23,2026). Many young peopleare
choosingdevotional Hindu musicfor
itsthythm, sense of communityand
calmingeffect. Bhajan gatherings
now feellike social events, withlive
musicandgroupsingingcreatinga
festive atmosphere without the excess
linked tonightlife. This trendreflects
agrowing desire formeaningfuland
mindful waystounwindinafast
digital world. Social media has helped
spread the appeal by showcasing these
spacesaswelcomingand visually
engaging. Whilesome may view itas
atrend, itshowsthatspiritualityand
youth culture can coexist. Devotional
musicisbeingrediscoveredas ajoyful,
safeand culturally rooted alternative
totypical parties.

Yashna Kumar
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