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shows that trusted partnerships still matter
when uncertainty dominates international
commerce, Instead of reacting with
protectionism, India and the EU have chosen cooperation, signalling
faithinrules-based trade, That decision could have areal impact.

Bilateral trade is expected to rise to around $200 billion, offering

stability at a time when businesses still fear sudden policy shocks and
disrupted supply chains, More importantly, the deal opens the door to
economic potential that has remained largely untapped for years. India
gains deeper access to a large, sophisticated market while the EU finds a
long-term partner in one of the world’s fastest-growing economies. The
India-EU deal offers predictability, growth and a reminder that global trade
does not have to be driven by fear.
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POLITICS AFTER PAWAR TIMEFOR ANEW STRATEGY
Theplane crash at Baramatiairport Repeated encountersin the Jammu
broughtanabruptendtothelife of region haveexposed the limits of
AjitPawar, Maharashtra’sdeputy India’scurrent counterterrorapproach
chief minister(‘Pawar Vaccum’, (Rethinkingthe Grid’, Februaryo,
February 9, 2026). Fordecades, he 2026). Whilesecurity forceshave

wasacentral figurein Maharashtra

shown courageandresolve, the mixed

politics, especiallyin western outcomessuggest familiartacticsare
Maharashtra, where control over nolongerenough. Militantsappear
cooperativesshaped hisinfluence. moremobile, betterinformedand
Pawarunderstood thissystem better increasingly comfortable choosing
thanmostandbuilthisstrength from terrain totheiradvantage. This
thegroundup.Knownasatoughand makesastrongcaseforupdatingthe

effectiveadministrator, healsocarried
areputation forsharpwordsand
frequent controversy. Yet, his political
gripwasundeniable. Despiteserving
six timesasdeputy chiefminister, the
top postalwaysremained just out
of reach. With Pawar gone,
attention now turnsto how
the party steadiesitselfand
redefinesitsdirectionina
political space he helped shape.

Nisith Deshpande

counterterror playbook. Intelligence
must becomesharper, morelocaland
better coordinated acrossagencies.
Technology cansupport operations,
butit cannotreplace humansourcesor
community trust. Thereisalsoaneed
torethink deployment patterns, rather
thanreacting only afterattacksoccur.
Jammu presentsadifferent security
challenge from the Valley,and copying
old templatesrisksfailure.

KV Krishnaswamy
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PRICEOF PUBLICITY
The Delhi High Court’s dismissal of

Sameer Wankhede’s defamation case
againsta Netflix showraises questions
about powerandaccountability (The
Flip Side of Defamation’, February,
2026). Wankhede rose to prominence
forarresting AryanKhan, theson
ofactorShah RukhKhan,inadrugs
case.Khan]Jrwaslatercleared by the
Narcotics Control Bureau. But

by then, thespectaclearound his
arresthadalready played out. Law
enforcement often benefits
fromsuch publicity, especially

in high-profile cases, withlittle
concern for the reputational damage
totheaccused persons. Wankhede
built his publicimage with
AryanKhan'sarrest. When that
image was latermockedin popular
culture, the court found nolegal
groundstointervene. Fame,once

welcomed, can cutboth ways.
Meera lyer
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