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THE BIG PICTURE
OPENINGS

OPINION
Colonial cousins at war
By Minhaz Merchant

SOFT POWER
Brave new republic
By Makarand R Paranjape

@ 26 A DEAL FOR THE TIMES
COMMENT

For whom thebells toll

By Rahul Shivshankar

The free trade agreement signed by India and the European Union
validates trusted partnerships and global trade when Donald Trump
tariffs have brought the international order to breaking pomt
By Rajeev Deshpande

32 THE ULTIMATE BARGAIN
TheIndia-EU deal islikely toraisebilateral trade to
$200billion and reduce economic uncertainty
By Siddharth Singh

38INIT TOGETHER

. OPENESSAY Indiaand the EU can access the untapped economic
T cage thli;ergi‘l’elf*mef ica potential of their relationship at Iast

y bra ellaney ByHarsh V Pant and Shairee Malhotra

DPEN MAIL

editor@openmedianetwork.in

‘ % | LETTER OF THE WEEK

JP’s decision to elevate Nitin Nabin as party

presidentisaclearsignal thatithasbegun

laying the groundwork for the next Lok Sabha
elections well in advance (‘2029 on Modi’s Mind;,
February 2,2026). By bringinginarelatively younger
leader with grassroots experience, BJPappears keen
torefresh its leadership image whileretaining firm
control from the top, Nabin's rise also suggests that the party is doubling down on
disciplineand internal cohesion, BJP haslongbelieved that strong organisation
wins elections as much as charismaticleaders, and thisappointment reinforces that
belief. It sends a message to party workers that loyalty and consistent work will be
rewarded. At the same time, the appointment underlines B]P’s emphasis
on collective leadership and coordinated decision-making, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's remark that Nabin would now be “hisboss” wasa lighthearted but
telling signal of the authority and respectattached to the role. Nabin is expectedto
work closely with the central leadership to translate broader strategiesinto action
ontheground.

Shubhendu Hazarika
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APAWARVACUUM
The death of Ajit Pawarin aplane
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THE SOFT BOIL
Justtheright heat
By Suvir Saran

@

crashraises questions about the future
of his party and the likelihood of the
two NCP factions reuniting

By Lhendup G Bhutia

b~ QUICKSILVER
A perfect storm of supply

PLAYTIME WITH
BORIA MAJUMDAR
, Hit wicket
India 12 steadilylv:i}:n?;l;asing Pi L“.’INdG THE ?’BEMP 1
its production of rare earth elements 1<;Itxse ;23?11 eslgner u’:g . }?.te
to emerge from China's shadow g JIELIOSpEctIVe in RIS
By Moi Mitra home city of Mumbai TECH TALK
By Shaikh Ayaz Doubts about
bt WhatsApp encryption
By Madhavankutty Pillai

WATCH PARTY

The counter-terror playbook needs tobe

updated after the mixed success in repeated

encountersin the Jammuregion

By Rahj Pandita i ByMadhavankutty Pillai By Noor Anrmd Chawla

shortages, soaring tech PEAK PALATE b3
demand,and Trump’s Chef Prateek Sadhu is putting the STARGAZER
tariffs has driven the metal's Himalayas and regional ingredients By Kaveree Bamzai
pricetorecord highs on the global fine dining map

Cover by

THEGREAT SHIFT
Historyisnow rebalancingitself
(‘Thunder from the East’, by
Minhaz Merchant, February 2,2026).
After centuries of Westerndominance
builtonscience,industryand, more
importantly,conquest, the worldis
movingback towards Asiawhere
economicand technological gravity
onceresided. By 2050,China
andIndiawillanchortheglobal
economy,evenas the West struggles
with themoral and material costs of
itsownrise. The comingrevolution
in Al scienceand space will dwarf
pasttransformations. China’s
ambitions, especially over Taiwan,
willtest globalstability, while India's
ascentstands out forwhatit hasnot
done—colonise, enslave orconquer
overseas. Thereal reckoning won't
betechnological butcivilisational:
how nationsaccount forthe means
by which theybecame powerful.
Nikhil Chatterjee

AIRTHATKILLS

Delhi’sair pollutionisnolongerjust
anenvironmental concern buta
daily public health emergency that
shapes how people liveand work
(‘Breathing Death’, February 2,2026).
When residents plan seasonal exits,
seal themselvesindoors orrely on
machines to breathe safely, the city
hasalready failed them. Whatis
most troubling is how this crisis
deepensinequality. For the affluent,
pollutedairisan inconvenience

mitigated by purifiers and flexibility.

Forthe poor, itisaninescapable
occupational hazard thatshortens
lives. The risein pollution-linked
illnessesand deaths demands
urgency.India has the policy tools

and global examples toact decisively,

yetinertia persists. Clean air cannot
be a private commaodity; it must

be treated asabasic public good,
protected by thestate.

Rohit Malviya

AQUIET GOODBYE
SainaNehwal’sretirementmarksthe
endofanerainIndian badminton
(‘FarewelltoaProdigy’, February 2,
2026).She wasnotonlyachampion
playerbutalsoa pathbreakerwho
changed howthe sport wasviewedin
India. Before Saina, badminton rarely
occupied the national spotlight. After
her,itbecameagenuine careeroption
foryoungathletes. Whatstandsout
mostaboutSainaisherresilience.
She fought injuries, formslumpsand
constant expectations, yet continued
tocompeteat the highestlevel. Even
when younger playersovertook
her,she remainedrelevant through
sheerdetermination. Herretirement
alsoreminds ushowdemanding
individualsport can be, especially for
women athletesinIndia. Sainaleaves
behindalegacy thatgoesbeyond
titles. She may be steppingaway from
competition, but herimpact will last.
KT Gopalakrishnan

SAURABH SINGH
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