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& | LETTER OF THEWEEK

S President Donald Trump’s Venezuela

operation feelslesslikeasurprisethana

sequel (Rule Americana’, by Seema Sirohi,
January 26,2026). Heannounces hisintentions
loudly, actsbriskly, and dares the world to keep up.
From Caracas to Tehran, and now mineral-rich
Greenland, the message is blunt: power unused is
powerwasted. Isthisacoherent doctrine oraseries ofimpulsesstitched together
by bravado? Latin America hasseen such confidence before, but thesettingis i
widerand the guardrailsthinner. Afterall, when former Venezuelan President - o

 Nicolds Maduro'sanswer to US pressure was that he would step down in three years, 5

Trump's response was to have him taken to the US. When the US president sayshis -
own conscienceisthe final check, international law begins to sound like optionai o
reading, The larger unease isthe vacuum Trump exploits. The post-warorderis = =
fraying, the UNis fading, andstrongstatesare shopping for assets. It is Vetioanela sin
today,and Greenland couldstill gotomorrow.Isthisa new age of empires, oristhe

-oldon'eﬁnallyspeékingplainly?Smallernationsarewatchingnen',‘ously_ i
S L s KChidanand Kumet !
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LIGHTING THELAMP

Thedispute overthe
Thiruparankundram Karthigai
Deepam in Tamil Nadu ismore
orlessover (‘The Deepam Pitch,
January 26, 2026). The recent Madras
High Court verdict upheld the

right tolight the deepamon the
hill’sstone pillar (Deepastambam),
overturning government objections.
The controversy centred on the
location where the traditional
Karthigai Deepam should belit
ontheThiruparankundram hill.
Thisisreveredasthefirstofthe
Tamilgod Murugan’ssix abodes.
Thedisputeinvolved the state
government, temple authorities,
activists,and the judiciary. Some saw
itasadeliberate attempt by DMK
toappease minority communities
while othersargued that rightwing
groups were attempting to create
communal disharmony for political
gain. Theverdict hassilenced

these arguments for the moment.
CKSubramaniam

GIG RELIEF

The promise of ro-minute deliveries
led to gig workers holdinga
nationwide strike on New Year’s
Evein 2025,drawingattention to
workers’ health, safety and income
(‘Undeliverable’, January 26, 2026).
Blinkit, Zepto,and Swiggy Instamart
removed their ro-minute delivery
claims from apps, websites,and
marketing following meetings with
Union Labour Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya. Advocates have hailed
thismove asa win forsafety while
some critics call it political theatre.
Otherssay that the demands of gig
workersare unrealistic. But thereis
no turning away from the fact that
thereis veryreal dangerinvolved
whena deliveryrideristryingtobeat
the ro-minute timer. The change
eases pressure on gig workers who

risked accidents speeding through
traffic. Human life is preciousand
certain experiments have
severe limitations.

Jayanthy Subramaniam

STRONGERTIES

Indiaand Germanyare finding
common ground (Weathering the
Trump Storm Together’, January 26,
2026). Germanyisrecalibratingits
foreign policy under pressure from
the Ukraine war, the US-Chinarivalry
and the fragmentation of global
supply chains. Indiaisestablishing
itselfasastrongvoicein the Global
Southand the Indo-Pacific.

Friedrich Merz's decision tomake
India hisfirst Asian destination
aschancellorsendsanimportant
message that Germany’s strategy isno
longer limited to Europe. The renewed
push for defence collaboration

addressesshared security challenges.
Bal Govind
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