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notion of sovereign equality that the post-1945 order was built on. At the same time,
established democraciesare facing their own tests. In the USand Israel, leaders such

asDonald 'I‘rumP and Benjamin Netanyahuattract both staunch supportanddeep
criticism for actions that strain democratic norms —fro ;

: ‘ ( m polarising rhetoricto -
domesticlegal scrutiny and social protest movements. Meanwhile, authoritarian

leaderslike Vladimir Putinand Xi Jinping continue to pursue their visions of global
influence, challenging Western dominance while avoiding clearalternativesto the'
established order. Democracies are divided, authoritarian,

; : egimesaretense, and
global rulesare applied unevenly. & % ens‘e‘uan i
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SAVING LIBERAL
DEMOCRACY
Justice, dignityand
political morality are more
important than ever

By Sudeep Paul
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DANGEROUS PRECEDENT
The US’ capture of Venezuela’s
Nicolds Maduroand his wife
Cilia Floresin early January is
historic (‘America RegainsIts
Hemisphere’, January 19, 2026). The
USforcescarried outalargescale
operation in Caracas,removeda
sitting head of state and flew him to
New York to face federal charges—a
move unseen in recent memory.
Thisact hasshaken globalnorms. It
showsthat powerful countries may
now act farmore freely, even across
borders,underthe banner of law
enforcement or national interest.
Legal expertsandinternational
bodiesargue that this challenges
basic principles of sovereignty and
internationallaw. The dangeris
real: if might increasingly dictates
action,smaller nationsand global
stability could suffer. The world has
crossed into unpredictable territory.
Abhishek Kumar

THESTRAY QUESTION
The Supreme Court’songoing hearing
onstray dogsforcesaquestion thathas
beenlongavoidedin publicdebate:
How farshould animal protection go
whenitbeginstoendangerhuman
life? (‘Leashing the Dogma, January
19,2026)? India’s stray dog crisisis
nolongervisiblejust onstreetsorin
housingsocietiesbuteven on court
premises. Asmallbutinfluential lobby
hasframedanyrecalibration of policy
ascruelty while remaininginsulated
fromthe consequencesof unchecked
dogpopulations. Children who play
outdoors, daily wage workersand
theelderly pay the price. Compassion
foranimalsisacivilised value, but
civilisationalsodemands prioritising
publicsafety. Lawsthat force humans
tosurrendermovement, health
and peace to violentstrays confuse
empathy with abdication
ofresponsibility.

G Senthil Reddy

AIAS APARTNER

Alisno longera futuristic promise
butisbecomingan everyday partner
inlife and work (‘The Agent Will See
You Now’, January 19, 2026). What
began as chatbots that answered
questionsis evolving into agentic
systems thatact forus:booking
trips, managing shopping and
even coordinating calendars with
minimalinput. Alisalso entering
homes, with smart appliances that
see, hearand adapt to ourroutines.
Education, healthcare supportand
companionship tools are shifting
from novelty to utility, helping
learners and easing loneliness.

Yet this transformation demands
careful thought about ethics,
privacy and humanagency. As
machines take on more roles, we
must ensure they enhance, not
diminish, ourindependence

and well-being.
Pratik Jaiswal
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