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The Madhya Pradesh High Court’s -
decision torestore the INDIA'S PREMIER LOYALTY
Bhojshala site to Hindus The 2026 IPL shows
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By Rajeev Deshpande shapesIndian cricket today
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Women are bringing conversations

Diningand drinking alone
inIndiastill requires courage
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RADICAL GAZE
Alandmark retrospective
inthe Netherlands posits
AmritaSher-Gil asafoundational
artist of global modernism
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DUEPROCESS
Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarmahassaid thathe
willbegin hissecond term witha
renewed focus on the state’sidentity
and bordersecurity (‘Security
First’May 25,2026). This reflects
the political prioritiesthat have
consistently resonated with Assam’s
electorate. Sarma hasalso stated that
the new West Bengal government’s
decision to giveland to the Border
-Security Force (BSF) will boost
Assam’s security. His move to fast-
track astate-specific Uniform Civil
Codeisbold butJegally contested,
The UCCissomething Assam
‘hasbeen considering since 2024,
afterwatching the legislation in
Uttarakhand. The challengeisto
-pursue these objectives through

legal processes and civil institutions

ratherthan through taking
‘administrative shortcuts which will
facejudicial challenges and, more

importantly, deepen social anxieties
ratherthanresolve them.

Swathi Senthilkumar

KEEPING PROMISES

Newcomer CJoseph Vijay

taking charge as Tamil Nadu chief
minister wasan unexpected eventin
Indian politics (‘Great Expectations’
May 25, 2026). Voters have placed
anextraordinary amount of trust
inafirst-time politician. Within
48hours, Vijay moved on several
pre-poll promises,and hasstated
that he belongs to Hindus Muslims,
and Christiansalike. Sustaining
hismomentum over five years will
require not justintent but competent
administrationaround him, The
nine ministers Vijay haginducted -
areacredible mix, but Tamil Naduis

acomplex, economically significant

state with demanding governance
challenges. Vijay cannot bask in his -

. victory for toolong. He must start -

" tolastingchange.

delivering on his promisessoon.
SMJeeva

NEW PRIORITIES

Suvendu Adhikari’s early movesas
West Bengal’s first BJP chief minister,
suchashandingoverland tothe
BSFandrolling out Ayushman
Bharat, indicate his decisiveness

(‘Man onaMission’ May 25.2026),

His cultural visits to Jorasanko,
Bharat Sevashram Sangha, and
Kalighatsignal agovernment
that understands symbolismas
governance. Bengal hasa
deepsense of cultural pride,
and BJPhasrightly decidedto -
speak thatlanguage. But thereal

testislaw and order. Depoliticising -

the police force, historically .

will determine whether
Adhikari’s mandate translates

* MBarathi -
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UNEQUALLIVES
Classdivisions come alive

THE SOFT BOIL
Kindnessisaflex

Expanding Alvision
ByMadhavankuttyPillai
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* Bengal'smost entrenched problem, -
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