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PEOPLE’'S CHOICE, FINALLY
VD Satheesan is widely credited
with turning the political tide in
favour of Congressin Kerala
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BJP'sfirst chief minister
in West Bengal,
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. law and order,showinga
GAME, SETH determination to qhange the
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Soft power and glory ByRajeevDeshpande
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[ %, | LETTER OF THE WEEK

he recent political developments across

several states, especially West Bengal, suggest

that B[P hasentered a new phase of confidence
and maturity (Racing to 2029, May 18, 2026). What
stands outis not merely its electoral performance
but the way the party hasworked to connect with
local traditionsand culturalidentities instead of
relying only on slogans or national messaging. Prime Minis
hasshown thatleadershipisalso about underst
lives—whether through simple public interact

_ ter Narendra Modi
anding people in their everyday

lons, visits to places of spiritual

narratives. B[P'srecent gains suggest many citizens now seeitasa part bleof
y capa

combining national vision with regional respect. If thi
i JUfth . :
may reshape political debatesin many partsof India S momentum continues,it

Vishal Dwivedi
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FALLOF THELEFT

The Left’sdefeat in Keralamarksa
turning point for CP(M and itsallies
(‘Lonely Exit’, May 18, 2026). With
no statenow under its control, the
Left faces uncomfortable questions
aboutitsrelevance in today’s political
landscape. Onceastrong force with
deep grassroots networks, itnow
appearsto be struggling to connect
with achanging electorate. This
lossisnotjustelectoral; it reflectsa
larger failure to adapt. The party’s
messaging often feels dated, and its
leadership has not kept pace with
new political realities. At the same
time, rivals have expanded their
reach, leavinglittle room forthe
Lefttorecover quickly. The road
aheadlooks difficult,and unless it
reinvents itself, the risk is not just
decline but gradual disappearance
from mainstream politics. Without
aclearreset, thismoment could
mark the beginningofalong

politicalisolation for the Left.
Jeevi N Krishnan

VIOLENT BENGAL :
Thekilling of Chandranath Rath,
anaide to Suvendu Adhikari,

and the fresh wave of post-poll
violence in West Bengal once again
underlined the fragile law and order
in the state (‘Blood in Bengal’, May
18, 2026). Elections in Bengal have
long been marked by tension, but
the persistence of violence raises
serious concerns about whether
the cycle has been normalised.
What is worryingis notjust the
incidentitself but the pattern it fits
into, Political rivalry continues to
spill onto the streets, with little
sign of restraint from any side.
This creates an atmosphere of fear
that goes beyond party linesand
affects ordinary citizens. If such
violence continues unchecked, it
risks becoming an accepted part of

in Sikkim

the political process, weakening
democratic norms and public trust
ininstitutions.

Sandeep Ghosh

TURNINGPOINT

Theresults of the Tamil Nadu election
mark one of the biggest political
changesin thestate’smodern history
(‘Sun Sets on Dravidianism’, May 18,
2026). For decades, voterslargely chose
between twoestablished Dravidian
parties, DMK and AIADMK, but
thiselectionshows peoplenow
wantsomething different. The rise

of Vijayand TVK reflectsademand
forcleaner politicsand asharper
focusonjobsandopportunity.
Identity politicsand oldslogans
nolongerappearadequate.

Tamil Nadu hasalwaysshaped its
own political future,and this

election may prove to beanother

turning point.
! Harini Raman
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