e Gl A L ] 5 K

www.openthemagazine.com

S 644028

PRGI REGN. NO. HARENG/2023/89741
VOLUME 5 ISSUE 19 WEEKLY

o7 70974

18 MAY 2026 / 100

Bengal
Reborn

STAR-STRUCK
TAMIL NADU

‘ﬁd b Y
THE OPPOSITION A Communist-Free
FADE-OUT 4 = India
Sun Sets on A SECURE
Dravidianism MANDATE

CX Scanned with OKEN Scanner



\\
EDITORS Prasannarajan

CO!‘ISULTING EDITOR-AT-LARGE
RajeevDeshpande

EXECUTIVE EDITOR Ullekh NP
EDITOR-AT-LARGE Siddharth Singh
DEPUTY EDITORS Madhavankutty Pillai

(Mumbai Bureau Chief),

Rahul Pandita, Amita Shah,
V Shoba (Bengaluru),
Sudeep Paul,

Lhendup Gyatso Bhutia (Mumbai)
ARTDIRECTORJyoti K Singh

DEPUTY ART DIRECTOR Saurabh Singh
SENIOREDITORS Moinak Mitra,
Aditya lyer, Sohini Dey
SENIORASSOCIATEEDITOR Antara Raghavan
ASSISTANTEDITOR Soumava Haldar
SENIORCOPYEDITOR Neelabh Raj
SENIORDESIGNERS Anup Banerjee,
Veer Pal Singh

PHOTO EDITOR Raul Irani

DEPUTY PHOTOEDITOR Ashish Sharma

DIGITALCONTENT OFFICER
RajivKumar Singh

SENIOREDITOR (WEB) Vijay Soni
DIGITALDESK OFFICER Prabhjeet Singh Sethi

DIGITAL CORRESPONDENT
(WEBAND SOCIAL MEDIA) Shailja Tiwari

SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER Prashant Kumar
JUNIOR DIGITAL DESK OFFICER Aniket Jha

CHIEFEXECUTIVE OFFICER
Sahil Shetty

CFORaas Taneja

NATIONAL SALES HEAD
Shilpa Saxena

REGIONAL MANAGER-WEST
Akanksha Abhinav Shah

HEAD-EVENTS Preeti Misra
HEAD-MARKETING Anupam Ashish

NATIONAL HEAD -CIRCULATION
Dhanpreet

Amol Joshi (West & East)
Ranjeet Kumar Yadav (North)
N Kishore Kumar (South)

CHIEF MANAGER-PRODUCTION
Nishant Sharma

HEAD DESIGN-ADVERTISING Liju Varghese

All rights reserved throughout the world.
Reproduction in any manner is prohibited.

Published by Raas Taneja for and on behalf
of the owner, Open Media Network Pvt Ltd
in English from 1st Floor, Tower 3A,

DLF Corporate Park, DLF City, Phase I,
M.G. Road, Gurugram-122002,

and printed by Cushrow Jal Jassawala at
ThomsonPress India Ltd., 18-35 Milestone,
Delhi-Mathura Road, Faridabad -121007
(Haryana)

Editor: S Prasannarajen

For subscription end other enquiries:
WhatsApp ‘openmag’ to 9999800012
orlog on to www.openthemagazine.com
or call on our Landline no: (0124) 4561900
oremail at:
customercare@openmedianetwork.in

Volume 5 Issue 19, Weekly, 100

PRGI REGN. No. HARENG/2023/89741
For May 12-18, 2026

Total no of pages 68

s

CONTENTS

18

COMMENT
LOCOMOTIF The entrepreneurial spirit
BysprasTnnaraJan Bynhuar Nayyar

COMMENT OPENESSAY
The saffron evolution The wrath of mothers
hivshankar By MJ Akbar

THE BIG PICTURE

W oA e

OPENINGS
RACING TO 2029
OPINION . : > g 5
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&) | LETTER OF THEWEEK

he defection of seven Rajya Sabha MPsiis

asignificantblow to the Arvind Kejriwal-

led Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),and it reveals
deeper problems within the party (Implosion’, May
11,2026). Fora party that builtits identity on unity
and clean politics, such exitsraise uncomfortable
questions. Kejriwal now appears politically isolated,
andintoday’s optics-driven landscape, perception canbe as damagingasreality. The
timing makes the setback more serious, Punjabis the party'sonly state government,
andanysign of weaknessat the toprisks casting ashadow overits functioning.
Rivals willsee an opening while supporters may begin todoubt AAP’s strength. It
alsoraises questionsabout the party’sability to manage dissent. The loss is
notjustin numbers; it affects credibilityand authority. Ifthese internal issues
arenotaddressed quickly, AAPrisks collapse. The coming months will be
crucialindeciding whether AAPcan steady itself or face further setbacks. How

the party responds now will determine whether thisisatemporary setback
orthestart ofadeeperdecline.

KT Gopalakrishnan 3
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LONELY EXIT
TheLeftiswithoutastate afterits
defeatin Kerala, raisingquestions
about Marxists'ability to survive

1
HERO WORSHIP

5 _ ASECURE MANDATE
Vijay's sensational journey from Withvictoriesin Assamand
silver screen to political power has Bengal, BJP can finally fixIndia's

the familiar shades of MGRredux

By AdiTya Iyer
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PORIBORTON SUPERCHARGED
BJP tapped into Bengal's Hindu
subconscious and its digital-age
impatience with misgovernance

h NP By Sude[ep Paul

vulnerable eastern border
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SUN SETS ON DRAVIDIANISM
Politics of entitlement and
subnationalist belligerence

dethrone Stalin
By V Shoba

Mr
FUTURE SHOCK
TheN.D.LA.bloc has tobalance
state politics and national ambitions
when rewriting its playbook before
the nextround of elections

By A

mita Shah

POWER PLAY
Novelist Karan Mahajan
turnsan expansive family drama
intoasearing political statement

PATRIOT ACT
Filmmaker Mahesh Narayanan's
digital thriller with two superstars

hastheresonance of the times
By Kaveree Bamzai
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DEATH OF THE
NATION-STATE
What will replace the
post-1945 world order?
By Sudeep Paul
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UPDATING
THE OSCARS
The Academy’snew rules
are agame-changer for
international filmmakers
By Vani Tripathi Tikoo

THE SOFT BOIL
Tasteintransit
By Suvir Saran

WATCH PARTY

STARGAZER
By Kaveree Bamzai
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LOSS OF TRUST

Whatbegan on the streets of Delhi
asamovement against corruption
now feels like a lesson in how politics
changes those who enterit (‘The Act
of Unravelling’, May 11, 2026). Arvind
Kejriwal did not rise onafamily
name or larger-than-life charismaas
other politicians do. He rose because
many Indiansbelieved he genuinely
wanted to get rid of corruption. For
awhile thatbelief seemed justified.
AAP moved from protest to power,
changed the conversation on schools,
healthcare and subsidies, and gave
votersanalternative. But governing
isvery different from protesting,

. Overtime,internal criticism was

. pushedaside, decision-making

. becameconcentrated,and the party
begantolooklessdifferent from the

. political systemit once attacked.

. Electionscanbelostand won again.
Theharderlossis of trust—whena
movementbuilton hope

S

slowly startslookinglike every
other partyithad promised
toreplace.

RheaMalhotra

FAKETERROR

The decision of the Bombay High
Court todischarge the fouraccused
in the 2006 Malegaon blasts case
hasbrought theissue back in focus
(‘The Myth of Hindu Terror’, May 11,
2026). For years, the case was linked
toa political narrative shaped
during the time of UPA. The court’s
ruling questions that narrative

and how the case was presented.
What stands out is how much
influence such cases can have on
public opinion. When courts reach
adifferent conclusion, it can change
the way people see past claims.

The judgment islikely to spark
fresh political debate, with the two
sides interpreting it differently.

It also showsthe need for care

SAURABH SINGH

before turning criminal cases into
politicalissuesas the impactcan
lastlong after the facts are tested
outin court.

Abhishek Singh

INDIAN FRAMES
RaghuRaihasspentalifetime
showingIndiatoitself(‘India’s
Visionary’, May 11,2026). His
photographs carry thenoise of
crowded streets and thesilence of
grief. Acrossdecades, hiscamera
travelled through moments of
triumph, tragedy and everyday life,
preserving them with raresensitivity.
Thereishonestyin his work, butalso
patience, curiosity and deep human
warmth. Inanage whereimages

are produced and forgotten within
seconds, Rai’s photographs continue
tostay with the viewer, reminding us
that the strongestimagesare often the
onesthatquietly tell the truth.

Meera Bhasin
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