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(&) LETTER OF THE WEEK

! he Youth Issue made for encouraging
reading (‘Portraitsof Iconsand Achievers’,
May 4,2026). The range of young

Indiansfeatured—across business, art,
entertainment, and technology—reflectsa
generation that isambitious, diverse, and operating
wellbeyond the conventional career pathstheir
parentswould have reco
undeniable fact that tod

- politics, business,and ¢
Bangladesh, theirimpr

: essiveimpact as entrepreneurs, in the fields of art
music,and also asstyle influencers,
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gnised. That itselfis worth acknowledging.Itisan

ay'’s yout}}. specifically GenZ, havea crucial roleinshaping
ulture, This wasseenin the recent protestsin Nepaland
,Sport,

Theachievements of the young from smaller

dalsobe remembered. Talent s not concentrated
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Indianeeds to increase military
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POLITICAL MISSTEP
The opposition’s decision to vote
against the Women’s Reservation
Bill might have felt tactically
satisfyingbutithanded BJPa
narrativeadvantage (An Own Goal’,
May 4,2026). It wasamoment of
political miscalculation. Congress
prioritised political point-scoring
over women’srepresentation. That is
adifficult position todefendinany
subsequent election. While
Rahul Gandhi said the Centre would
use the Billto cause disadvantages to
certainstates, he did notadequately
defend hisreasoning. Concerns
aboutthe Bill deserved better
preparation and due process, such as
aformalamendment proposal ora
conditional abstention with a stated
position. Outright opposition to

FOR THE GOOD OF THE CAUSE
Theinterview with Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
offersacleararticulation of

the government’s position on
women’s reservation (May 4, 2026).
Sitharaman’s point that Congress
madea political error by voting
against the Billisafair comment.
Shemadeitclearthatthe
opposition’sactionshad not
surprised her,and noted that their
criticism of the Bill was extremely
short-sighted, and more out ofa
habit of objecting to whatever the
Centre proposed. Sitharamanalso
emphasised that the failure of the
Bill to go through was notasetback
forthe government; it wasasetback
for the women’s cause, Moreover,
the finance minister did well to

EUROPE'SFUTURE

The framing of Europe as caught
between Washington and Moscow
isstark butdifficult todispute

(A Friendless Continent’ by
Roderick Matthews, May 4, 2026).

- Theerosion of trustin American

security guaranteesand the
persistence of Russian revisionism
have left European governments
inadifficult position. It seems that
Europe’sbestresponseisinternal
consolidation. Strengthening EU
defence cooperation, reducing
energy dependence, andresisting
the fragmentation thatinsurgent
partiesactively seek are practical
steps. External friendships cannot be
legislated, butinstitutional coherence
can be built. Hungary’s election
outcome, despite powerful external

women’s reservation isan own goal add that Prime Minister backing, suggests that democratic
tha:cter.lds to outlast the sessionin Narendra Modi would alwaysbe resilience remainsareal force when
wh1ch1twa§ scored. . afirmsupporter of women. citizensare givena genuine choice.
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