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Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said the government has acted in good
faith to give women their due but

OPEN ESSAY Congress made amistake by voting
Afriendless continent againstreservation for women
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he situation in North Bengal points to

adeeper problem of neglect that can

no longer be ignored (‘Banking on the
Modi Mystique’, April 27, 2026). In places like
Darjeeling, even basic facilities remain poor,
which is surprising for such an important tourist
region. People across groups—youth, traders, and
civil society—are not asking for grand promises in this Assembly election
but simple improvements in daily life, That itself saysa great deal
about how far governance has fallen. In this context, the efforts of BJP
appear focused and purposeful, The visible outreach by Prime Minister
Narendra Modiand Home Minister Amit Shah shows a willingness
to engage directly with people and understand local concerns. This kind
of ground-level campaigning standsin contrast toa System that many feel
has grown distant and unresponsive, Ata time when lay and order
and basic governance are key concerns, there is a sense that voters
may be looking for change and accountability. :
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Therejection of the motion against
Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumarby Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birlaand Vice
President CP Radhakrishnan was
anecessary decision (‘Shielding
the Constitution’, April 27,2026).
Attemptsto target constitutional
authorities on weak or politically
timed groundsrisk damaging
institutional credibility. The bar
forsuch action must remain high.
The move by opposition parties,
particularly amid ongoing elections,
appeared more tactical than
substantive. In this context, the
stance taken by the presiding officers
reflectsa commitment to due process
over political pressure. Importantly,
the Election Commission continues
its work aimed at ensuring fair polls.
The Supreme Court hasalso found
no fault with the process.

Pradip Mohapatra

Fallingbirthratesarenolongera
distantworryforIndia(‘The Baby
Slump’, April 27,2026). Asstateslike
AndhraPradesh follow Sikkim in
offering cashincentives and subsidised
IVE, the concernisclearly growing. But
paying peopleto havemore children
may notsolve the deeper problem.
Couplestodayare choosingtohave
fewer children because of rising

costs, career pressures,and changing
lifestyles. Theseare notissuesmoney
alonecanfix. Thereisalsoarisk of
turninga personaldecisionintoa
policy target. That can feel intrusive,
Indiashould be careful before treating
low birthratesasacrisis, Thefocus
should beon makingiteasiertoraise
children, Better childcare, flexible
work,andaffordable healthcaremay
mattermore thanincentives, Without
thatsupport,suchschemesmay

havealimited impact.
Raksha Menon

AshaBhoslewasmorethanjusta
singer;shehad avoice thatcould
expressmany emotionswith ease
(‘The Voice of Cosmopolitan Cool’,
April 27,2026).She could turn
paininto passion, sorrowinto
seduction,and lossintoa quiet sense
of longing. Thatrange made her
special.Inanindustry where many
playsafe,she chose toexperiment
andtryoutnewstyles. Thatiswhy
she remained popularforsolong.
Hersongsfeelmodernandfull oflife,
matchingachanging India. She was
notjust versatile,she wasalso bold.
Whatmade hertrulystandout was
herability tomakeeverysongsound
personal. Even today, hermusicdoes
not feel dated, it feelsalive. With her
death, Indian musiclosesavoice
thatwasunique. Herlegacy will
continue toshape howmusic

ismadeand heard.
K Sukumuran
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