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(S ) LETTER OF THEWEEK

he ceasefire between the US and Iran feels

less like an ending and more like a fragile

and liable to fracture pause (‘The War That
No One Won’ by Jason Burke, April 20, 2026)..
There is already arush to name this war, but any
title risks hiding the truth that very little has
been settled, Each side claims victory, yet these
claims depend on what they choose to highlight. The US can point to its strikes
and the damage it has done, Iran can point to the fact that it has endured and -
shown how easily it can disrupt the global economy through the Straitof
Hormuz, Israel may argue it has changed the balance, though the political
gains are unclear, What we are left with is something familiar: milizary
success without a clear political outcome, The Iran proxiesachieved little,
and the so-called asymmetric response proved limited. Instead, thereal
impact came from disruption—of trade, markets, and stability. That . -
uncertainty may be the most dangerous outcome, making future coﬁﬂict '
more, not less, likely. : T AR
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ROUTECONTROL
The conflict between Iranand the
US shows that control today is not
justabout owning resources but
about managing how they move
(‘The Rites of Oil'by M] Akbar,
April 20, 2026). The real pressure
point liesinroutes, timing, and
the ability to disrupt flows that the
global economy depends on. Even
limited actions can have wide effects
farbeyond the battlefield. What
stands out is how outcomes are now
measured. Endurance, leverage,and
theability to influence events seem
asimportant asmilitary success. A
pausein fighting shifts the tensionto
adifferent place. What comes next s
likely to be shaped less by force and
more by negotiation and calculation.
Power will be exercised through
access, pressure,and deals where
economics and strategy are closely
tied together,

Pranav lyer

INDIAN OPENING
Pakistan’seffortstopresentitselfas
apeacemakerisbeing weakened
byitsown mistakes(Mind the
Mediator’, April 20, 2026). Errors

in official statementsand unclear
messaging have created doubtsabout
itsintentandability.Indiplomacy,
perceptionmattersasmuchasaction
and Pakistanisstrugglingonboth
fronts. Thislack of credibility gives
Indiaan openingtostrengthenits
ties with the Gulf countries. With
clearer communicationandamore
steady approach, Indiaappearsmore
reliableand focused. That matters
ininternationalrelations. At the
moment, Pakistan seemstobelosing
trust while Indiashould usethe
opportunity tobuild stronger and
morestable partnershipsin the region.
Ifthis trend continues, theregional
balance ofinfluence couldtilt further

inIndia’s favour.

RJayanthan

SMART POLICING

Theuncovering ofasurveillance
network using cheap CCTV cameras
tomonitorsensitive Indian locations
highlightsa worryingshiftin
security threats(‘The TerrorCam
Plot’, April 20, 2026). These cameras,
placedin ordinary settings, were
reportedly used tosend live feedsto
handlerslinked toISI. The method
isstriking foritssimplicity. There
wasno complex technology, only
everyday devices used with clear
intent. What exposed the network
wasnotsophisticatedintelligence,
butalertlocal policingand routine
checks. Thatis thereal lesson.India’s
security risks are nolongerlimited to
its borders. They now exist withinits
cities, hidden in plainsight, making
publicawarenessand vigilance more
important than ever. India’snext
challengeisstayingalert towhat

looksordinary.
Sukanto Lahiri
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