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The Persiahidden insideIran
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@ 24 THE WAR THAT 36 THERITESOFOIL i
“ NOONEWON Isajoint venture between -
LOCOMOTIF The ceasefire leta world sigh MAGA Washington }
By SPrasannarajan inreliefbut the Middle East andIslamic Tehran ‘
willbecome more volatile coming next? {
By Jason Burke By MJ Akbar |
OPENINGS 32 THEWARTHAT MADE 38 MIND THE MEDIATOR
. AMERICASMALLER Draftingerrorsanda
Iran ensured that a tactically credibility deficitundermine
‘successful campaign against Pakistan'sroleas peacemaker
itimposed significant strategic while India gets to conselidate
OPINION costsonthe USandits allies its ties with the Gulf
Mightis white By Brahma Chellaney By RajeevDeshpande

By Minhaz Merchant

(©)

COMMENT
Zero-sumera

By Dhir?'? Nayyar

COMMENT
Amatter of pride

ByBadri :arayan

OPEN ESSAY

®

By Carlg Pizzati

DPEN MAIL

editor@openmedianetwork.in

’ % | LETTER OF THEWEEK

he analysisof the situationin Iran deserves

attention ("The World Pays for One Man's

Expansionist Follies' by Brahma Chellaney,
Aprit 13,2026). Pursuing his undoubtedly
expansionist agenda, US President Donald Trump
jsalmost single-handedly overturning the post-
World WarITinternational order. Itisastate of affairs
almost without precedent. What troubles one most isnot Trump’s aggression itself
but the absence of any meaningful counterweight. The UNis paralysed, Europe
is hesitant, and the Global South bears the heaviest costs while holding the least
influence, Energy and food shocksat thisscale donot respect borders orincome
levels, yetthe burden falls almost entirely on the vulnerable. The practical response
must begin regionally. Countrieslike Indiashould accelerate strategic petroleum
reserves, diversify fertiliser sourcing, and deepen trade arrangements that reduce
dollar dependency. Waiting for Washington to course-correct isnot a strategy
Resilience, quietly and urgently built, is the only realisticanswer available to I;ations
that cannot afford anothersuch miscalculation.

A Myilsami
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FRAGILE DREAMS
Thehopesand despair
of migrantlives
By So}lli'ni Dey
THE SOFT BOIL
‘) Returntoanabsence
i By Suvir Saran
THE TERROR CAMPLOT
Analertbeat constable hetllped
unmask anISImodule that ; PRrEri \
plannedtolive stream footage of A victoey fx thechielmin St MASTER'SMUSE PLAYTIME WITH
sensitive Indian locations | IndianLeft while adefeat would What makes Madhabi Mukherjeean BORIA MAJUMDAR
By Rajeev Deshpande l | iconiccharacter in popular culture? Th roft
yha) P ‘ meantheendofanera i . n ; A At e powerof ten
| Ullekh » Satyajit Ray’s favourite heroinerevisits
- - ! the golden era of Bengali cinema
| By Sohini Chattopadhyay
TECH TALK

|
) OnVijay'scampaigntrailin |
Chennai,the question arisesif |
THE BATTLE FOR COMMAND the actor can translate the
Willthe CAPF Bill mass maniaof his roadshows

compromise internal security
by dividing the uniform?
By Rahu] Pandita
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ASTARISREBORN

into amandate

Securityalert

By Lhendap GBhutia

WATCH PARTY

STARGAZER
By Kaveree Bamzai

Coverby

HOMEFRONT

The government’s expanded security
consultations under Prime Minster
Narendra Modi reflect a recognition
that distant wars are now landing
onourdoorstep (‘Steadyinthe
Whirl', April 13, 2026). Although
there hasbeenatemporary ceasefire
announced, anyone can understand
thatthe crisisin the Gulf cannot
beresolved easily. Mixed signals
from US President Trump, ranging
from threatsto claimingthata
truceisclose, only heightened the
general sense of volatility, making
strategicautonomy urgent rather
than rhetorical. Modi's decision to
involve ministries to help safeguard
the public from the repercussions

of the warisawelcome one, yet
coordination must move from
reactive firefighting to anticipatory
design. Energy diversification,
fertilisersecurity, and price
monitoringare prudent, but they

unless paired with bo
shifts towardsrenewablesand
electric cooking. India must treat

this crisisasarehearsal foraharsher
future, whereresilienceisbuilt

not by control rooms alone but by
working together.

KChidanand Kumar

ELECTION REBOOT

Tamil Nadu needsapolicy-based
governmentand notafamily party
(‘Stalin’s Plot’, April 13,2026). The
electionis aworrying state of affairs.
Thestateneeds achangenowso thatit
hasresponsible partieswhich strictly
follow the principles of democracy.
Thisshouldapplytoallstatesand
ifrequiredalegalamendment or
constitutional one should be made.
Astate withmany political parties
canonlylead tochaos. The Union
governmentshould take stepson
thismatter.Inanelection, onlyafew

seenand included.

SAURABH SINGH

partiesshould beallowed to contest.
Thesooner wedo thisthebetter for
“the people.

Ramakrishnan Srinivasan

NEW COOKING

Farah Khan’s decision to cook
withavariety of guests,along

with herown cook, isa popularone,
asisevidenced by the number

of her followers on her YouTube
channel (‘Kitchen Confidential’ by
Viren Naidu, April 13, 2026). Her
passion for this project shows

that thisis not justafad orsocial
trend. Sheisinterested in the
processas wellasthe results,and
enjoysall of it. Herlongtime cook,
DilipMukhiya,isaninvaluable
partof theshow,and notjusta
background character. Thisin itself
provesKhan'sstatement thatshe
believes domestic help should feel
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