LET INDIA LEAD THE GLOBAL CAMPAIGN FOR MIDDLE EAST PEACE

30 MARCH 2026 / 280 www.openthemagazine.com

o7 70974x6440)

RNI CODE NO. HARENG/2023/89741
VOLUME 5 ISSUE 12 WEEKLY

b
R ]

v
IRSERLELY

ELECTIONS

2026

I AN

__THM’AKING OF AER THRILL ER

C} Scanned with OKEN Scanner



EDITORS Prasannarajan

CONSULTING EDITOR-AT-LARGE
Rajeev Deshpande

EXECUTIVE EDITOR Ullekh NP
EDITOR-AT-LARGE Siddharth Singh
DEPUTY EDITORS Madhavankutty Pillai
(Mumbai Bureau Chief),

Rahul Pandita, Amita Shah,
V Shoba (Bengaluru),

Sudeep Paul,

Lhendup Gyatso Bhutia(Mumbai)
ARTDIRECTOR Jyoti K Singh

DEPUTY ART DIRECTOR Saurabh Singh
SENIOREDITORS Moinak Mitra,

Aditya lyer, Sohini Dey

SENIORASSOCIATE EDITOR AntaraRaghavan
ASSISTANT EDITOR Soumava Haldar
SENIORCOPY EDITOR Neelabh Raj

SENIORDESIGNERS Anup Banerjee,
Veer Pal Singh

PHOTOEDITOR Raul Irani
DEPUTY PHOTO EDITOR Ashish Sharma

DIGITALCONTENT OFFICER
Rajiv Kumar Singh

SENIOR EDITOR (WEB) Vijay Soni
DIGITALDESK OFFICER Prabhjeet Singh Sethi

DIGITAL CORRESPONDENT

(WEBAND SOCIAL MEDIA) Shailja Tiwari
SOCIALMEDIA MANAGER Prashant Kumar
JUNIORDIGITAL DESK OFFICER Aniket Jha

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Sahil Shetty

CFO Raas Teaneja

NATIONAL SALES HEAD
Shilpa Saxena

REGIONALMANAGER-WEST
Akanksha Abhinav Shah

NATIONAL HEAD-EDUCATION
Virender Singh Bhati

HEAD-EVENTS Preeti Misra
HEAD-MARKETING Anupam Ashish

NATIONAL KEAD -CIRCULATION
Dhanpreet

Amol Joshi (West & East)
Ranjeet Kumar Yadav (North)
N Kishore Kumar (South)

HEAD-PRODUCTION Maneesh Tyagi
HEAD DESIGN-ADVERTISING Liju Varghese

Allrights reserved throughout the world.
Reproduction in any manneris prohibited.

Printed and published by Raas Taneja

on behalf of Open Media Network Pvt Ltd
Printed at Thomson Press India Ltd,

18-35 Milestone, Delhi Mathura Road,
Faridabad-121007 (Haryana) and
Published in English from 1st Floor,

Tower 3A, DLF Corporate Park,

DLF City, Phase-lll, MG Road, Gurugram,
Haryana-122002.

Editor: S Prasannarajan

For subscription and other enquirles:
WhatsApp openmag’ to 9999800012

or log on to www.openthemagazine.com
or call on our Landline no: (0124) 4561900
oremail at:
customercare@openmedianetwork.in

Volume 5 Issue 12, Weekly, T80

RNI Code No. HARENG/2023/89741
For March 24-30,2026

Total no of pages 68

CONTENTS

®

N
faces his toughest ﬁgh

30PUSHING THE
LOCOMOTIF Ullekh NP
By SPrasannarajan IBt?ggs ﬂﬁgfvsersus By
s
regional parties while %%\IS'E QILA{II\.HS M
OPENINGS Congress is steeped in bency comesito
internal strife. Modi is IncumMeK S¥ i
certaintoenergisethearena ~ haunt e (?ontest
OPEN DIARY By Rajeev Deshpande 2’;9';“1;2 ;OWER
and Amita Shah
By Swapan Dasgupta OF PRESENCE
@ 36 THE LAST TOWER It'sthe erosti}(;n of N
Pinarayi Vijayan, Kerala his own authority that
GAMFEE%E;E é}ﬁgx&rCH chief minister and Indian scares N Rangasamy
By Suhel Seth communism'’s tallestleader, ByVShoba _
SOFT POWER
Far from the tipping point
By Makarand R Paranjape
WARDISPATCH
The USislikely toblink first
By Jason Burke
COMMENT
Abrand under attack

By Rahul Shivshankar

OPEN ESSAY
Anepic occasion to

play theleader
By Shashi Tharoor

DPEN MAIL

editor@openmedianetwork.in

OPEN =

BRAVING THE BAD NEW WORLD

S | LETTER OF THEWEEK

ndia’sdiplomatic tightrope in the Middle East

deserves far greater public attention than itis

receiving (‘Braving the Bad New World’, March
23,2026). Nearly one crore Indians live and work
across Gulf nationsand their safety, livelihoods,
and the substantial remittance economy that they
sustain ($135 billion in 2024-25) depend on how
deftly New Delhi navigates relationships with every partyin this deepeni i
External AffairsMinister SJaishankar's unvamis}rng assZssment ma%i?:llﬁiﬁﬂggt
onMarchg that thesituation has got worse was both timely and necessary. India
simply cannot afford the luxury of takingsides whenits interestsare distriiauted across

opposing camps. Whgt isurgently neededisadedicated interministerial taskforce
tocoordinate evacuation contingencies, diversi

) : fy energy sourcing, and maintain
diplomatic channelstoadvocate de-escalationin real time, Parliargr’xent must be briefed

regularly,and not merely when acrisis forces the issye. Indiahas quietl
remarkable goodwill across thisregion overdecades, The momeriltl:ilzm};fcicsutiln:rtlatEd
goodwillbedeployed with bothstrategic clarity and firm Testraint.
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DOMESTIC FRONT

The presence of nearly a crore
Indiansacross the Gulfremindsus
that foreign policy isnolongeran
abstract chessboard buta matter
oflivelihoods, safety,and national
nerves (‘Braving the Bad New
World’, March 23, 2026). When
turbulence grips the region, itisnot
just geopolitics that trembles but
the homes, aspirations,and bank
accounts of families across India.
Indians workingin the Gulf have
fordecades provided an economic
lifeline that pumps billions of dollars
into Indiaeach year. Whatismore
worryingisthatat this crucial
time, the Lok Sabha session was
stalled on March 9. Additionally,
the opposition hasrepeatedly
criticised the government, saying it
had mismanaged the energy sector.
Insuch moments, diplomacy must
move with both caution and clarity,
and the government mustactto

reassure the publicin India. The
real test of statecraft liesin keeping
tempers cool abroad and anxieties
calmerathome.

K Chidanand Kumar

WAY FORWARD

Theanalysison the warinIran

in thisessayis both excellentand
timely (‘The Strategic Limits of
Trump’s War’, by Brahma Chellaney,
March 23, 2026). US President
Donald Trump has clearly
underestimated Iran. Going forward
with ashape-shiftingand haphazard
USinvolvement isrisky. This war has
every potential of turningintoanew
Vietnam for the US. It will perhaps
be even more dangerousin a multi-
polar world where manufacturing
strengthisnolonger with America.
Hopefully, Indian policymakers will
grasp these points and desist from
openlyaligning with the US-Israel
bloc. Energy security needsto be

Cover by
SAURABH SINGH

prioritised along with the domestic
fallouts of what promises to be along-
drawn crisis.

Sayantani GuptaJafa

TEAMINDIAONTOP

TheIndian cricket team has become
the first men’s team to win back-to-
back T20 World Cups, defeating

New Zealandin the finalin
Ahmedabad (‘Masters of the Game’,
March 23,2026). The match wasa
professional performance of the
highest order. They were calm under
pressureand ruthless whenit was
required. The defeat against South
Africajolted Team Indiaandit helped
them turn around their World Cup
campaign. The team management
persisted with Abhishek Sharma
against popularopinionand he
chose the grandest stage toannounce
himself. That’show Team India

came outontop.
Bal Govind
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