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ornearly half-a-century, the Islamic Republic
builtitsregional power not through
conventional might but through a web of
militiasand movementsstretching from the Levant
to the Gulf(‘The Axis of Resistance Has Broken',by
Jason Burke, March 16, 2026). This so-called “axis
| ofresistance” allowed Tehran to claim ideological
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lead_ership over the Shia while keeping the battlefield at a distance fromits own
territory. Recent eventssuggest that thismodel has reached its limits, Groups that
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RETURN OF PARTNERS

The Gaza war damaged Israel’s
relations with many Arab countries
(‘The Siren and the Bait’, by Anat
Bernstein-Reich, March 16, 2026).
Public angeracross the region
made cooperation politically
risky. But West Asian politics is
often shaped more by security
fearsthan by sentiment. Iran’s
attacksandinfluence across the
Gulf have reminded several Arab
governments where their bigger
worries lie. Formany of them, Iran
still feelslike the more immediate
threat. That reality is slowly
pushing some Arab states back
towards quiet engagement with
Israel. The partnerships may not
beloud or publicyet, but they are
returning. In this region, strategic
interests tend to outlast political
anger. The Gaza war may have
shaken Israel'sregional ties, but
Iran’sactions are helping restore

them. Security concernsare once

again bringing unlikely partners

back into the same conversation.
Biswajit Das

INDIANEEDS PEACE

ForIndia, the warin West Asiaisnot
someone else’s problem (‘National
Interest First’, March 16, 2026). Too
muchisatstake. Much of India’s

oil passes through the Strait of
Hormuz,and evenasmalldisruption
can push fuel pricesupathome.
Justasimportant, nearly one crore
Indianslive and work across the
Middle East. Theirsafety, jobsand
remittances matter to millions of
familiesin India. A longwarwould
putallof thisunderstrain. Thatis
why Delhi cannot afford towatch

the conflict from a distance. It needs
calmin theregion,anditneedsit
quickly. Diplomacy, pressure for de-
escalation and constant engagement
are not optional. For India, the sooner

the fighting stops, the better. A
prolonged conflict will only deepen
uncertainty. And uncertaintyisthe
last thing India needs right now.

KT Gopalakrishnan

POWER OF FRIENDSHIP
Formanymillennialand GenZ
women, female friendshipsare
nolongersecondary toromantic
relationships (‘The Sisterhood of
Soulmates’, by Saumyaa Vohra,
March 16,2026). Theyare often the
mostdependable bonds. Friends offer
emotional support, honestadviceand
asenseofbelonging that many women
feelismissingelsewhere. Many
womenalsofeel tired of carrying the
emotionalload in relationships. With
friends, the supportoften feelsmore
equal. Female friendshipstoday are
not casual connections. Theyare
chosensupportsystemsthat many

womenvaluedeeply.
Sanjana Bhasin
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