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DISPATCHES FROM A MIDDLE EAST ON FIRE
TRUMP AS WAR PRESIDENT
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& LETTER OF THE WEEK

he career of former Pakistani Prime Minister

ImranKhanillustrates how personal myth

and national politics canintersect uneasily
(‘Pakistan's Prisoner’, by MJ Akbar, March 9,2026).
Educatedat Oxford and celebrated for leading Pakistan
tocricket World Cup glory,Khan cultivated animage
ofrectitude that set him apartfroma transactional

elite. His refusal tomimic drawing-rog ici i
tomir m cynicism won hi i i
sharpenedopposmonmasystemwhere R

K Chidanand Kumaf
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securityinterests, would benefit from
agenuinely democratic Pakistan.
Thatshould matterto observers
beyonditsborders,

should come together with the

people of Pakistan and put pressure

onthegovernment to release him.
CKSubramaniam

REFORMS NEEDED - .
The portrait of ImranKhan in this
articleis absorbingbutthereisalarger
and moreimportantissue tl,lat mustbe
raised (‘Pakistan’s Prisoner, by. ’
M| Akbar, March 9, 2026). Pakistan'’s
recurringcrisisislessaboutone man
and more aboutasystem wherethe

AMyilsami

THEAI FUTURE

The questionis not whether
Indiacanlead the Al revolution

BATTING FORIMRAN
ImranKhanis currently unjustly

army holdstherealleversof power. imprlisoned(‘Pakistan’s Prisoner/by  butwhetherbusiness leaders
Civilian leaders, however gifted i Ngt A ‘:331'- M?{Ch 9,2026) Khanis andthegovernmentareableto
and capable,remain hostagetothis . notanlyawell-meaningand popylar transform India’s Al atbitionsand

ndare punished politician who did hisbest, but he

arrangement,a demographic dividendinto economic

ifthey standupto the military. y ;ngl E:E: C\;leflgréled fCri;‘kiter who strength(‘Modi Aims} ligh, March
A inuous viciouscycle, oridLupfor Pakistan in 2,2026).M ta i
This isacontinuo! ly the latest 1992, Histime on the fie]q ok rethan o percentofthe |
ran Khanisonlythe. eldcommangs workforce withaccessto Al usei
andnl;;:leofit,']‘hesolullo_ﬂl"fsm_’t isufhrcsliwct}ha.talar.geparluf the daily./\slndia‘syoungworld};:cl:‘is
?:;?in dingtherightnjesﬁlahb““" : l:a:::::e(igi ‘Clﬂ‘fkt‘llngconununuy adaptableandlearns fast, there is an
ll)uildiﬂgdurablein'smu:t?rl:‘;;:gs Fourteen fof’;wlrtcrr(;?kl:lil:e}m"‘ immense oppor tunity waiting to
. ntjudiciary,afre ' . cHiekelers from beunlocked, While the maior]
mdeperldi‘i1e c’ivil ianoversightofthe  fivecountries, including Sunj] o iS1t\ions\Nh;!e the majority of
Gavaskarand Kapil Dev from India ¢ realise that most jobs

enu :
ﬁflli%ary pakistans dependenceon
thelnternatio
oliticalinsta

the samestri

nalMonetaryFundand
pility are symptoms of
cturalmalaise. Regional

and Australian Greg Chappel] have
madeajointplea o the Pakistanij

-governmentto treat Khap fairly in
+ jail. Now,all Pakistani cricketers

Stability.includinglndia’s own

|6 MARCH 2028

willbe automated inthenear future,
theyhave not redesigned theirroles

around Al capabilities, This must
berectified,

Bal Govind -
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