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Imran Khan's genes have the saviour
P ibnind syndrome. He is convinced thathe
By SPrasgnnarajan wasborn tolead theimpoverished
Pakistani people towardsa
prosperous horizon. Perhaps the
messiah within was always waiting

o for crucifixion on false charges
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he energy at the recent India Al Impact

Summit was impossible toignore (Modi

Aims High', March 2,2026). Young engineers,
startup founders and global executives spoke the
language of algorithm and ambition, Yet, beneath the
spectaclelayadeeper question: Will Indiaremaina
vast marketplace for other people'sintelligence, or
becomea creator of its own? Announcements of data centres, chip partnershipsand
new language modelssignal confidence. The presence of leaders from firmssuch ag
OpenAlI, Google and Nvidiareflects India’s growing centrality in the Aleconom
Government outreach, policy incentivesand digital publicinfrastructure have .
clearly made the countryattractive. But investment alone does not equal soverei
Ifintellectual property, core modelsand standards Temain overseas, valueand it
leverage will follow them. So the discussion should focus on practic,al stepslik
creating data resources, strengthening publicresearch, S

backgrounds. Al can widen inequality or expand oppo Sdizaiitng peoplefromall

depend on whether India chooses visibility or owners}:it; e differencé wil
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‘Weareinadelicate phase of the
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hasgotbetterforus’
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Upper-caste unease tests BJP's
grand experiment of Hindu
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The home ministry unveils
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terrorism and insurgency
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Enchanting fragments
of memory and myth
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Afamily caught between
bordersand bureaucrats

By Neelabh Raj
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By Sumit Mitra
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Shadesof stillness
By SuvirSaran
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STARGAZER
ByKaveree Bamzai
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ART'SDIGITALLEAP

Alisnolongerjustatool that creates
patternsin India’sartand craftsector;
itischanging how the system works
(‘TheRise of Artistic Intelligence’,
March 2,2026). By offering designideas
andvisual support, Al givesartisans
accesstoresourcesonce limited to
trained designersand bigstudios.
Thishelpstraditional craftsadapt
whilekeepingtheir coreidentity. At
thesametime, online Al platforms
areopening new markets, allowing
artisanstoselldirectlyto global
buyers. However, concernsremain
aboutauthenticity,ownershipand
thedangerof similarlooking designs.
Recognition, earlier controlled by
galleriesand institutions, isnow
shapedbyalgorithmsanddigital
reach. ATisquietly stitching itself
intoIndia’scraftstoryasanew thread
shaping howitisimagined, valued

UNDERWORLD ECHOES

The firing outside filmmaker
RohitShetty’sJuhuresidenceismore
thananisolated crime; itisareminder
ofanuneasy history the Hindi film
industry thoughtithadleft behind
(‘The Return ofthe Underworld’,
March 2,2026). The police have said
thatthe memberslinked to the
Lawrence Bishnoi ganghavebeen
arrested acrossstates,and the group
haspublicly claimedresponsibility
online. Subsequent threatstoactors
suchasRanveer Singhand the
continued targetingof Salman Khan
have deepened anxieties. Unlike
earlier episodes tied to specific
grievances, recent messagesappear
closertostraightforward extortion.
Thatshiftissignificant. Inthe 199os,
Mumbai witnessed criminal networks
infiltrating film financing, castingand
overseasrights. Today's gangsoperate

SAURABH SINGH

priorrecords—but the objective of fear
remainsconstant. Thismomentcalls
forvigilance. Strongenforcement,
industry cooperationand swift
prosecution areessential to ensure that
intimidation doesnot regain afoothold
inIndia’sentertainment capital.
TrishaMahale
THECHAGOS QUESTION
Therepeated policy shifts of US
President Donald Trump over Diego
Garcia have complicated thealready
sensitive question of sovereignty
over the ChagosIslands(‘Island of
the Day Before’, March 2,2026). For
Mauritius, the delayed transfer from
the UK prolongsa historic grievance,
highlighting how strategicinterests
oftenoverridedecolonisation
commitments and moral clarity.
Theuncertaintyalsorisks fuelling
diplomatic frictionin the Indian
Ocean,aregionalready shaped by

andshared with the world. differently—usingsocial media, competingstrategicinterests.
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