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attle for Medical Colleges

/ The proposed transfer of 17 newly sanctioned
~ government medical colleges in Andhra Pradesh to

private operators under a public—private partnership
model has triggered statewide mobilisations. page 10

Caste and Care Work

Existing dominant methodologies, such as time-use
surveys, fail to capture the caste-based stratification of
care work, particularly the unpaid and underpaid labour
carried out by lower-caste women. page 24

Beggingin India

The NHRC advisory reasonably recognises begging as a
product of systemic failure of social institutions, rather than
merely a socio-economic problem, and proposes a road
map for a statewide entitlement-based policy. page 34

Action against Hunger

The Government of West Bengal’s poverty alleviation
programme was extended to the abandoned tea
plantations, where the majority are tribal communities, who
faced extreme levels of hunger and starvation. page 49

Human-Wildlife Relations

The implications of changing human-wildlife relations
in Wayanad are severe and include life threats to both
humans and wildlife, loss of income, crop raiding,
property damage, loss of peace of mind, and reduced
community support in conservation efforts. page 63
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Public Good or Private Gain?

gt th:i}l::q;oszd t}rlansfef of 17 newly sanctioned government medical colleges in
f d 11 racesh to private operators under a public-private partnership
model has triggered statewide mobilisations, — Sambaiah Gundimeda

Development or Disaster?

13 Alookinto the Keﬂ-BEt}Na Link Project raises questions about the very
concept and efficacy of interlinking rivers. — Sudeshna Ghosh

Legislating for (In)justice?

17 T:e ‘13(2801“8 tussle between Adivasi activists and the government in
Jharkhand over the draft Provisions of the Panchayats (Extension to the

SChed,‘,'led Areas) Act, 1996 rules is mired in distrust and misunderstanding.
— Sujit Kumar, Neil Tannen

Footloose Labour and the e-Shram Portal

20 Ql‘lestions remain about the efficacy of the e-Shram portal in acknowledging
mlgrants as citizens, particularly around concerns of accessibility,
universalisation, and transparency. — Taniya Banerjee, Manoranjan Dhal

Caste and Care Work

24  Existing methodologies, such as time-use surveys, fail to capture the caste-based
stratification of care work, particularly the unpaid and underpaid labour
carried out by lower-caste women. — Varghese Daigy, Boddu Srujana

Rethinking the Governance of Begging

34 The 2024 National Human Rights Commission advisory, which reasonably
recognises begging as a product of systemic failures of social institutions, needs
to enable the creation of a context-sensitive and rights-compliant framework.
— Aejaz Ahmad Wani, Ekta Shaikh

COVID-19, Investor Diversification, and Sovereign Yields

41 The demand-side diversification away from banks played a crucial role in
lessening the impact of rising supply-side pressures on bond yields during the
pandemic, resulting in a 39% reduction in bond yield sensitivity to new debt
supply in the post-pandemic period. — Amit Pawar, Mayank Gupta,
Abhinandan Borad, Subrat Kumar Seet & Deba Prasad Rath

Community Kitchens in Plantations of Bengal

49 The State Action against Hunger and Inequality, a poverty-alleviation
programme of the Government of West Bengal, was extended to the
abandoned tea plantations in the Dooars region, where the tea plantation
communities, the majority of whom are tribals, were facing extreme levels of
hunger and starvation. — Bikash Das, Daksha Parmar

FPOs and the Technical Efficiency of Vegetable Crops

56 Farmer producer organisation members consistently achieve higher crop
outputs, with significant differences in input utilisation. FPo membership is
strongly associated with higher technical efficiency, especially for brinjal and
potato farming. — Diksha Bali, Jyoti Kachroo & Abdulla

Indigenous People and Human-Wildlife Relations

63 The experiences and perceptions of various indigenous communities living in
the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary towards changing human-wildlife interactions
are examined. Community-specific, livelihood-focused, and micro-level
mitigation measures are required to arrive at sustainable solutions for
mitigating the crisis. — Vipindas P, Seetha Kakkoth

Postscript

72 Sreedeep Bhattacharya on how death intrudes differently into the lives of
two photographers in Palermo Shooting and Blow Up; Nithya Mariam John’s
poem, “The Betta;” and Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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