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DUSTER RETURNS

RENAULT'S DUSTER IS back, and with it returns
name that created the midsize SUV segment.
When it first arrived in 2012, the Duster wasn't just
a new product; it was a disruptor. Its supple ride,
confident dynamics, and that gem of an engine
— the 15-litre K9K diesel — made it an enthusiast favourite
and put Renault firmly on the Indian map.

A lot has changed since, and so has the Duster. The new-
generation model is built on a fresh platform, wears a more
muscular body, and most importantly, has been engineered
extensively for India. The interiors — long a weak spot — have
taken a quantum leap in quality and design, transforming
the Duster from utilitarian to upmarket. Under the hood lies
a jewel of a powertrain; the 1.3 turbo-petrol paired with a
6-speed DCT. It's a sophisticated setup that should set new/(]
benchmarks for refinement and performance in the midsize” |
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SUV space. (D
Renault has also pulled a big surprise, announcing bl
a hybrid version by the end of the year — a move that R

leapfrogs its giant Indian rivals like Hyundai, Tata and
Mahindra in the hybrid race.

Yet, this comeback won't be easy. The midsize SUV
segment is now fiercely competitive with many established
brands. While the Duster hasn't grown significantly in size, its
rivals have, and it does feel smaller inside. It's also short on
some of the features customers now expect in this class. The
absence of a diesel engine is the biggest miss in a segment
where nearly 40 percent of buyers still choose one. Equally,
not offering an automatic with the 1.0-litre turbo — despite
Renault already having a CVT solution in the Kiger - feels like
a missed trick too.

The good thing is that the Renault today is not the Renault
of old. It is leaner, quicker on its feet, and supported by a
strong local engineering team that can drive rapid change.
with a clear roadmap of one new model every year,
Renault’s intent is evident. Now, it simply needs to move fast
enough to keep pace with an unforgiving and fast-evolving
Indian market.

Hormazd Sorabjee, editor
editorial@autocarindia.com X hormazdsorabjee
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