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Transformmg Indian Higher Educatlon.
- 21% Century Reforms and Future Trends
Manas Ranjan Pamgrahl* Mukesh K Sharma**, and Sandeep Chaurasna**’;

Educatlon is the comerstone for sustainable development
It is essential not only for individual growth but also for societal

4 development Higher education plays an important role in nation-

building. Since independence, the country’s literacy rate was a mere
18% in 1951, which increased to 72.98% in the year 2011according
to the Census of India (Census India, 2011). Indian higher education
is the highest in the world, with over 1192 universities and 45,000
colleges (UGC Report, January 2025). Despite its scale, we are able to
serve only 4.3 crore postgraduate students. If 25 crore students, who
enroll for school education, have to go for higher education, therefore
we need to double this educational network and infrastructure. At
present, India’s Gross Enrollment ratio is 26.3%. The government is-
planning to reach-the goal of 50% Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) by
2035 (NEP 2020). We need a large number of universities the system

faces significant issues such as uneven quality, outdated curricula,

insufficient research output, and limited employability of graduates.
With the increasing importance of a knowledge-based economy; it.is-

imperative to reform higher education to foster 1nnovat10n cntlcal

thmkmg, and 1nclus1v1ty (World Bank Report 2022) 7 £

Pre-Independence Era - ;-

Before independerice, British rule brought 51gn1ﬁcant\ changes X
“in Indian"Higher by focusing on colonial-eta mstltutlons Where 7

empha51s was glven to the English language and literature, s sc1ence
and mathematics. In' this era, the Guru Shiksha System was replaced

‘by a Formal Degree Examination. Based on the British university
.-system, ‘the ‘British founded universities such as the University ‘of

Bombay (1857), the University of Madras (1857), and the University
of Calcutta (1857). These. universities had little room for local studies
and were largely devoted to Western expertise. Instead of encouraging
general education_for the public, the focus was on creating a small,

. educated elite (Miller, 1984).

Post-Independence Developments

After 1ndependence Government of India took an ' initiative to
build the nation through education and emphasize quality education
by establishing key institutions such as IITs (1950s), IIMs, AIIMS,
and universities under the UGC 1956 to standardize and regulate
education.
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