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THE TRAGIC DIVIDE

Two years after brutal violence, the state remains splitinto
militarised ethnic enclaves. What can be done to resolve the
protracted conflict. An on-the-spot report
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The Indla Today Energy Summit
relterated the country’s commitment
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» CHANDIGARH

UNION
VERSUS
TERRITORY

A proposed constitutional tweak
set off a political storm In Punjab,
reopening old wounds over
Chandigarh’s status and symbolism

By ANILESH S, MAHAJAN
—_————————

HENATERSE LINEANNOUNCING
ALEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL"to
amend the Constitution to bring Chan-
digarh under Article 2407 appeared
in the Lok Sabha bulletin on November 21, it triggered
immediate alarm in Punjab. The Constitution (131st
Amendment) Bill, 2025, was proposed for the upcoming
winter session. Il passed, it would have allowed the Presi-
dent to appoint a separate Licutenant Governor for the
Union Territory (UT) and issue regulations with the force
of law. For many in Punjab, it signified central control
getting reinforeed over an iconic city entwined with Lhe
state’s post-Independence identity.

The reaction was swift. Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann accused the Centre of conspiring te snatch Punjab's
capital. The Shiromani Akali Dal called ita “direct as-
sault on Punjab’s rights”, while the Congress demanded
the withdrawal of what it termed a *provocative and
unnecessary” move. The BJPs Punjab unit, anticipating
political blowback ahead of the 2027 election, moved fast
todistance itself. State president Sunil Jakhar insisted
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