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Guilty Until Proven Innocent

The 12 accused in the Mumbai blast case of 2006 were acquitted after 19 years.
Like them, 75% prisoners in India are undertrials, waiting for their truth to be heard

Buhail Mehmood
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]USTICE delayed is justice denied is a truism. That's

from the victim's perspective in any legal case. But
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i what about justice delayed to the accused? After 19
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judges of the Bombay High Court tore into the

police investigation. In this case, the judges did not
succumb to the collective conscience of the people,
as it has happened in the past. But the acquitted will
not get any compensation for the prime of their lives
they have lost. This is not an exception in India. An
unimaginable 75 per cent of prisoners in the country

are undertrials, awaiting redemption, one way or the
other. Who should be held accountable?

TOGRAPHERS Vikram Sharma, Suresh K. Pandey,
&Sandipan Chaterjee, Dinesh Parab, Yasir Igbal

!z o
- RESEARCHERS Animikh Chakrabarty, Anupam
?i Prashant Minz, Prabhat Mehrotra

K?BIGN Champak Bhattacharjee, Yoshita Arora
ILLUSTRATORS Vikas Thakur, Saahil

SOCIAL MEDIA Rani Jana

6 | India's bloated
system of justice has
a silent, devastated

T o Sl e Ll b i

14 | The acquittal in the Mumbai 22| The night
blasts case shows that no amount Mumbai bled and the

m————
IEERNG YT

of compensation can make up for wronged men who
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