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“1s It War?

Missiles, drones, fighter jets, blackouts, mock drills, fake news,
blood and tears. India and Pakistan are on the brink of a war,
as the ominous sirens blare again
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The daughter of a woman who was killed by a
pakistani mortar shell shrapnel while they were !
travelling in a car in Rajarwani village, Uri region, : “ ‘“ |1

RNI NO. 70441961

Jammu and Kashmir, on May 9, 2025
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8| A FRAGILE CALM
The recent flare-

up has not only
tested the limits of
deterrence, but also
redrawn the invisible
redlines that govern
South Asia’s uneasy
peace

By Seema Guha

12 | ALIKE IS HELL,
OR PARADISE, OR
HEAVEN

The brunt of the
military escalation
between India and
Pakistan was felt by
people in the Valley,
especially near its
fraught borders,

far away from the
studios that amped
up the war talk

By Ishfaq Naseem

52| WHAT'S IN A NAME?

{

36 | LONG-RANGE
RESPONSE

The transformation
of India’s strategic
restraint to calibrated
retaliation against
Pakistan

By Gurjit Singh
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~ With the symbolism of Operation ‘Sindoor’, who’se
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44 | LIVING WAR
ROOMS
Drawing-room
generals, WhatsApp
warriors, and tea-
stall tacticians flood
the airwaves with
unsolicited military
advice—while real

lives hang in the
balance

grief are we honouring, and whose agency are we VA
erasing? By Pragya Singh
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56| WAR AND TRUTH

A war is not just an armed conflict for physical control of a
geographical territory, it's also about shaping larger public opinion
with carefully curated propaganda By Snigdhendu Bhattacharya

s By Iftikhar Gilani
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