THE
POOK
REVIEW ...

VOLUME L NUMBER 3 MARCH 2026

A Fresh Look at the Past \ 5/
Kumkum Roy c WPl o

Making of Brahman Power in the Colonial Era:
Contradictions and Repercussions
Rahul Govind

Re-envisioning the Landscape of Teacher Preparation
Kalyani Akalamkam

Of Curious Geometries of Art and Life
Rajesh Sharma

‘The Threat of History...’
Asma Rasheed

A Story within a Story: Crackling Mix of Metaphysics
and Banality
Mohammad Asim Siddiqui

A Transition from Kondapolam to Tiger Lessons
M Sridhar and Alladi Uma

Livelihood or Literature?
Rakhshanda Jalil

A Narrative of Dalit Assertion Today
Parthasaratthi Muthukkaruppan

CX Scanned with OKEN Scanner



BCOK
reviell

Editors
Chandra Chari  Uma lyengar
Consultant Editor  Adnan Farooqui

Editorial Advisory Board
Romila Thapar

Ritu Menon

Chitra Narayanan

Contents

Kumkum Roy

Shivangini Tandon

Rahul Govind

Amir Ali

South Asia Before the Common Era: Revisiting Sources and 4
Historians Approaches by Jaya Tyagi

Against the Mughals: Dreams and Wars of Dattii Sarvén, a 6
Sixteenth-Century Indo-Afghan Soldier, Life and Works of Simon
Digby Vol I edited by David Lunn with an Introduction by

Samira Sheikh

Lineages of Brahman Power: Caste, Family, and the State in 8
Western India, 1600-1900 by Rosalind O’Hanlon

Gramsci in India: Selected Writings 1968-1996 edited by Partha 10
Chatterjee and Sobhanlal Datta Gupta

A X AN,
T.C.A. Srinivasa Raghavan Amo \agﬁar;-_’”’ O />\ Benign Imperialism? Proper Conduct and the Public Interest in 12
Mini Krishnan HG) / \\:( Y 'Colonial India by Peter Robb
DIGITAL CONSULTANT K_a/lbénh Sharma \";;;j, In the Beginning there was Bombay Duck: A Food History of 15
Mallika Joseph { LIERARY ] Mumbai by Pronoti Datta

mallikajoseph@gmail.com / '-'-T;';'om the King’s Table to Street Food: A Food History of Delhiby 16

SOCIAL MEDIA CONSULTANT
Shimaila Mushtaq

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER
Sandeep Barnawal
sandeepbarnawal @gmail.com

WEBSITE MANAGEMENT
Prasanta Nayak
prasanta,nayak@gmail.com

COMPUTER INPUTS,
DESIGN AND LAYOUT

Satish Kumar

Digital Empowerment Foundation

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Single Issue: 100

Annual Subscription (12 Issues)
Individual: X1500 / $75 1 £50
Institutional: 2500 / $100 / £60
(inclusive of bank charges and postage)
Life Donors: 10,000 and above

SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER
Satya Prakash
thebookreview1989@gmail.com

Please Address All Mail To:

The Book Review Literary Trust

89 National Media Centre

Shankar Chowk, Gurugram 122002,
Haryana

Telephone:

9278089024

9811702695

Website:
www.thebookreviewindia.org
email:
chandrachari44@gmail.com
uma.iyengar@gmail.com
thebookreview1989@gmail.com

Advisory Board Founder Members
K.R. Narayanan

S. Gopal

Nikhil Chakravartty

Raja Ramanna

Meenakshi Mukherjee

K.N. Raj

Saﬁdeég Kumar

Wy, <
~ ™\
— PN

/Pushpesh Pant

Soha{il Akb;r\“ C ‘.'5;:'/"/ Photographing Civil Disobedience: Bombay 1930-1931 edited by 18

Toolika Wadhwa

Sabah Hussain
Kalyani Akalamkam

Bidyut Chakrabarty

Rajesh Sharma
Amandeep Kaur
Asma Rasheed

Madhumita
Chakraborty

Malati Mukherjee
Parvin Sultana
Divya Shankar
Mohammad Asim
Siddiqui

M Sridhar and Alladi

Uma

Rakhshanda Jalil

Rajen Harshé
Parthasarathi
Muthukkaruppan
Lakshmi Rajagopalan
Shimaila Mushtaq
Bharat Kidambi

Adirya Karnik

Avrati Bhatnagar and Sumathi Ramaswamy

Adoption in India: Evolving Policies, Parenting Experiences and 20
Adoptee Narratives by Vinita Bhargava

Place: Intimate Encounters with Cities by Ananya Vajpeyi 22
Deconstructing Teacher Education in Contemporary Times edited 24

by Alka Behari

A History of Santiniketan: Rabindranath Tagore and His Lifes 27
Work, 1861-1941 by Uma Dasgupta

Blue Ruin: A Novel by Hari Kunzru 28
Mother Mary Comes to Me by Arundhati Roy 29
Soul Climate by Inez Baranay 30
Murder in Moonlit Square: Death in the Streets of Old Delhi 32
by Paul Waters

Big Daddys Chair: Stories by Abha Iyengar 33
The Murder of Sonia Raikkonen by Salil Desai 34
Hot Water by Bhavika Govil 35
The Book of Death (Maut Ki Kitab) by Khalid Jawed. 36
Translated from the original Urdu by Abdul Naseeb Khan

Tiger Lessons (Kondapolam) by Sannapureddy Venkatarami 37

Reddy. Translated from the original Telugu by

Narasimha Kumar

Maupassant and a Cigar: An Intimate Biography of Pudumaipithan 38
by Tho Mu Si Ragunathan. Translated from the Tamil original

by Peer Mohamed Azees

Thakishi Samvad (Dialogue with Thaki) by Satish Alekar 40

Dark Interiors: Essays On Caste and Dalit Culture by Raj 41

Gauthaman. Translated from the original Tamil by
S. Theodore Baskaran

Weaving Fire (Velvee Thee) by M. V. Venkatram. Translated 43
from the Tamil original by Sumi Kailasapathy

Memes for Mummyji: Making Sense of Post-Smartphone Indiaby 44
Santosh Desai

The Blade of Fury: The Epic Saga of Parasuhurama by Ranjith 45
Radhakrishnan

The Rise of the Hitman: The Rohit Sharma Story by R. Kaushik 46

]

The Book Review Literary Trust thanks Dr Cyrus Guzder, Chairman and Managing Director, ;
AFL PRIVATE LIMITED, Mumbai, for sponsoring the March 2026 issue of 7The Book Review.

Published by Chandra Chari for The Book Review Literary Trust, A-7, Kotiwal Colony, Shani Bazar, Rajokri Village, South West Delhi-110038. Printed at Advaneige

Oifser, B-256, Basement, Naraina Industrial Area Phase-1, New Delhi 110028.

G Scanned with OKEN Scanner



