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The urgent battle we
can‘tignore

This relers o Ihe column “Lel soil live” by Richard Mahapalra, published in the
edition of 1-15 November 2025.The column reminds me of wha! Mahatma
Gondhi had poignantly soid in 1946:*To forgel how 1o dig the earth and lend the
soll is 1o forge! ourselves” Rightly so. If we forge! fo fake care of soil of our land
In our desperale search lor food security, we will only harvest disaster. A siudy by
Ihe Join! Research Cenlre (JRC) of the European Commission published in
Naolure Climale Change, shows that soll acls as a mojor sink of greenhouse
gosses through increased storage of organic carbon. Globally, soil is considered
1o conlain the largest terresirial carbon pool—estimaled ol approximalely
2,344 GI [one G! or gigatonne equals one billion tones] of organic carbon in the
fop 3 melres, 1,500 Gt in the top one melre and 615 G! within the fop 20 em of
the soll profile

It 1s often said thal “we are only 15 cm oway from annihilation™ . This 15 cm
refers 1o our lopsoil Top soll, usually Ihe upper layer of 13 cm fo 15 cm, regener-
ales naturally and contains the highest concenlration of essenlial organic matter
and microorganisms. Bul il regenerates of the agonizingly slow rate of roughly

2.5 cm every 500 years. Over the last five
decades, the overexploifation and erosion
of lopsoil has been severe. Soll securify is
undoubledly essential for our existence
The title of the column, Lel sall live,
deserves to become a slogan lo save
ourselves

JAYDEV JANA
KOLKATA

Who can help alleviate
the fodder crisis
This is in response lo Ihe blog “India
needs a Green Fodder Revolution”
published on the website on Oclober 21,
2025 First, the image of cows nibbling
liny fodder scraps provides an incorrect
representation. Fodder should not be cut
(or choffed) lo below 6 cm, as proper size
encourages regurgitation, mastication and
excrefion of saliva lo begin the process of
digeslion

Second, the proper place for all
ogriculturol wasle (seeds, leaves, flowers,
Iruits ond other things) after human
consumplion belongs in the ruminant
stomach. Diverting il elsewhere is wosteful,
even criminol, and reduces the ogricultural
sector fo a linear economy. India thrived for
over 5,000 years because of the circular
economy In rural areas, Cooperatives, which
Ihe author mentions, have done little over
Ihe past six decades lo ease fodder
shorfoges or ensure proper use of
agricultural woste. Hence, | have little of no
hope Ihat they would be able o end this
chronic problem

The solution clearly lies with policymak-
ers. Unfortunalely, the govermment
confinues lo fovour woler-
guzzling crops ond the diversion of
ogro-wosle for industrial purposes, ignoring
the chronic fodder problem.

SELVARAJAN RAJESHWARAN
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