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Celebrations to see a high in Sec 46

S R A A RSN VL AT AT VSRR
e CHLEUNDIR  Efesto beburmtat . o
CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 1 /Hsitesacross UT
Preparations are in full SWing swumemmmesssimposnmepsonin s
for grand Dasehra celebra- emanating from his navel and
tions on October 2. The cityis  theremote-lighting of the three
set to witness the burning of effigies from the stage will be
its tallest Ravana effigy —a  key highlights,” he added.
towering 101-ft structure —  Apart from the burning of a
erected 4t Sector 46 by the dazzling “Sone ki Lanka”,
Shri  Sanatan  Dharma eco-friendly aerial fireworks
Dasehra Committee, along have been planned. The effi-
 with 95-ft Meghnad and 90-f‘[f - gie e prepared by nearly . Bhatia said !
Kumbhakarna effigies. = 10-12 Musii umsanshamg tions, “Which
Committee chairman Jatin- 28 years of experience. one ' lakh ms:tors from
der Bhatia said the celebrations Punjab Governor and UT Chandigarh and neighbour-
will feature several unique ele-  Administrator Gulab Chand ing towns every year, had
ments. “The Ravanaeffigyhas  Kataria will be the chief guestat  been a tradition for 27 years.
been designed with a rotating = the event tomorrow, while This year, Ravana
neck and face, ridingonachar-  Deputy Commissioner Nishant ‘dahan’ will take place at 75 !
iot. The ‘Amrit Kund’ stream KumarYadavandUTChiefEngi- locations across the city.
e T i e e e Tﬁt




Suraj wins fencmg gold

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 2
Suraj of GGDSD College, Sec-
tor 32, claimed the men’s Foil
event during the opening day
of the Chandigarh Sub Junior
and Senior State Fencing
Championship. Kamal Joshi
of Government Model Senior
Secondary School (GMSSS),
Sector 10, finished at the sec-
ond position, followed by Lalit
Joshi and Prateek, who
shared the third position.

In the women’s Epee
event, Purvasha of MCM Dav
College, Sector 36, defeated
Yashkeerat of Panjab Univer-
sity Campus to win the gold
medal, Harleen Shahi of
Gunjan claimed the joint
third position.

Yashdeep Dhull of DAV Pub-
lic School, Sector 8, claimed
the boy’s sub-junior gold
medal, while Jayant of Ankur
School, Panjab University, fin-
ished second and Manvik of
St John’s School, Sector 26,
claimed the third position.

In the boys’ Epee event,
Dhruv of GMSSS, Sector 10,

defeated Rabab Singh oﬂ

Vivek High School, Sector 38, |

to claimed the gold medal.”
Rudraveer Gautam of St
Stephen’s School, Sector 45,
claimed tHe third position.

Advika Dutta of Sacred
Heart-School, Sector 26, won
the girls’ sub junior Epee
gold medal by defeating Ira-
nia of Carmel Covent
School, Sector 9. Himadri
and Vanshika claimed the
joint third positron.

In the girls’ Epee event,
Faniza of Sacred Heart
School won the top spot by.-

overpowering Sara of KB

DAV School, Sector 7. Man-

reet Dhillon of Strawberry ]
Fields High School, Sector |

26, shared the third 'i:idsitinn-'
with Simrapreet Kaur of St
Kabir School, Sector 26. :

In the Foil event, Hitashi
of Carmel Convent defeated
Kashvi Khan of DAV Model
School, Sector 15, to clinch
the first position. Nanki
Baskhi of Sacred Heart
School and Vidhi of
GMSSS, Sector 10, won
]nmt third position.
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Dasehra celebrated with religious fervour across sUT

EﬁgesofRavana Meghnad, Kumbhakamasetaﬁreamld “lai Shri Ram'’ chants

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 2

The festival of Dasehra was |
celebrated with religious fer-
vour and enthusiasm across
the eity. Thousands of resi-
dents gathered at various
function venueés to witness
the symbuolic burning of effi-
gies of Ravana, Meghnad and
Kumbhakarna, marking the
victory of good over evil

The celebrations at the
Dagehra ground in Sector 46
drew massive crowds. The
burning of the ‘Sone ki Lan-
ka' and the 101-ft effigy of
Ravana was the centre of
atiraction.

Punjab Governar and UT |
Administrator Gulab Chand |
Kataria, who was the chief
guest at the event, remotely |
lit the effigies armidst chants |
of ‘Jai Shri Ram’, |

Addressing the gathering, |
Kataria eaid the ideals of Lord
Shri Ram gave the right
direction to life, “Lord Rama
resides within all of us. We
only need to follow the path
shown by him. Ramayana
teaches us that success can be
achieved only by walking the
path of patience, dignity, |
brotherhood and truth” he
said, urging people to remove
evils from their lives and
Aview of the Dasehra celebrations at Sector 46 in Chandigarh spread the message of love |

on Thursday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: PARDEEP TEWARY CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE
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Festivities in air; Fervour marks

HT Correspondent
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The ancient nar-
rative of good triumphing over
evil was celebrated with
immense scale across the tricity
on Thursday, as towering effi-
gies of Ravana, Meghnad, and
Kumbhkaran were set ablaze.

The most prominent event saw
| Haryana chief minister Nayab

Singh Saini igniting a colossal
180-foot Ravana effigy at the
Shalimar Ground in Panchkula.

1 While the venue drew a massive

crowd of over 50,000, including

500 VIPs, the moment was

marred by the effigies’ failure to
fully ignite, resulting in thick
black smoke, a pungent smell,
and Ravana’s face and hands
remaining intact despite orga-
nizers’ claims of 5,000 fire-

crackers. Nonetheless, the CM

contributed 11 lakh from his
discretionary fund to the Mata
Mansa Devi Charitable Trust.
Heavy police deployment
ensured security, though a
13-year-old boy was appre-
hended for snatching jewelry
from three women, while a
10-year-old lost child was
quickly reunited with his
mother. Traffic around the
venue remained largely under
control despite heavy conges-

tion.

UT administrator
attends event in Sec 46
CHANDIGARH: In Chandigarh,
the celebrations unfolded at
Sector 46, Sector 17, Sector 34,
Sector 28, Ramdarbar and Man-

' imajra. The biggest spectacle

took place at Sector 46, where

effigies standing 100, 75 and

70-feet-tall were set ablaze in
front of thousands of spectators.

UT administrator Gulab
Chand Kataria and deputy com-

3
i

Dusschra celebrations in t1'1c1ty

Women celebrate Sindur Khela in Panchkula on Thursday.

m‘issmner N1shant Yadav
attended Ramdarbar’s Vishwak-
arma Dramatic Club and later
presided over the show at Sec-
tor 46's Dussehra ground,
where traditional performances
drew a turnout of about 50,000

people Other city grounds

including Sector 22, Sector 32,

Sector 27 and Sector 15 also
hosted celebrations, Amid the
controversy over Sector 30’s
Ravana effigy being set ablaze a
night before Dussehra, the orga-
nisers tried to arrange a
replacement at the last moment.
Ashwani Bal, the dramatic
club’s general secretary, said
they could only manage to pro-
cure Ravana's face on such
short notice.

Member of Parliament (MP)
Satnam Singh Sandhu partici-
pated as chief guest at Sector 38,
Daddumajra, Sector 44 and veg-
etable market ground of Sector

49, ;
While addressing the public

| gathering, MP Satnam Singh

Sandhu said “the construction

- of the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya

has created a new excitement
among Ram devotees. It has
also inspired the younger genei-
ation to remain strong and con-

nected to their roots and cul-

tural values.”

Mohali adds social
message to festivities
MOHALI: The district celebrated
Dussehra at 14 locations on
Thursday. The main attraction
at Sector-79 ground featured a
100-foot Ravana, 75-foot Megh-
nad, and 65-foot Kumbhkaran,

joined by a 50-foot effigy sym- .

bolising corruption and drug
abuse.

A striking replica of Ravana’s
Lanka was also set ablaze, add-

ing a dramatic edge to the fes-

' SANTARORA/HT

tivities,

The ceremony was inaugu-
rated by local MLA Kulwant
Singh, who ignited the effigies
in the presence of SSP Harman-
deep Singh Hans and DSP Hars-
imran Singh Bal. Floats brought
from Delhi and Rajasthan,

along with traditional cultural <

performances, drew large
crowds, :

The celebrations began with
a colourful procession from the
temple in Sector 80. Moving
along Airport Road past CP-67
Mall, the procession culminated
at Sector 79, where mock battles

‘between Ravana and Hanu-

man’s armies enthralled the
audience,

Seating arrangements were
made for thousands of specta-
tors, many of whom turned up
with families to watch the
symbolic triumph of good over
evil.
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TALL, TALLER AND TALLEST

Effigy burning marks D

4ssehra in

Tricity, ¥30 lakh goes up in f

-um- e o T AT AT SRR B

HINA ROHTAKI
GHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 2

AS MANY as Rs 50 lakh went up
inflames as the Tricity set the evil
effigies on fire on Dussehra.
While Panchkula's Ravanaef~
ﬁgyof 180 feet made at a cost of
over Rs 25 lakh was the tallest in
the Tricity, Chandigarh’s Sector 46
Ravana effigy of 101 feet was the
tallest in Chandigarh.

Panchkula's Sector 5 Shalimar

ground where the effigies were

to, be burnt began drawing

cruwdsas earlyas 1 pm. The foot=
paths and pavements were com-
pletely choked by vendors —both
fopd and cloth stalls to attract
people — though the same cre-
ated traffic chaos on the mainar-
tery road of Panchkula.

., Sectors 5, 8,9, 10 roads were
all blocked in Panchkula as peo-
ple from far-off places even
walked up tothe venue to see the
tallest effigy.

, About 25 quintals of iron, 50
kilograms of ropes, 3,000 bam-
boo poles have been used,

. Asufficient circuit was left
around the effigies to avoid any
untoward incident.

However, after the event,
heavy traffic congestion for at
least two hours was witnessed
near the venue.

Sector 46 which had
Chandigarh's tallest effigy of 101
feet had new attractions this time.
Theeffigy each costRs 2 lakh here,
Overall event cost the organisers
about Rs 7 lakh, which came from
donations,

., The committee’s chief patron-
cum-chairman Jatinder Bhatia
said that this year they had spe-
cial attractions, including
Ravana's rotating head and face
mpunted onachariot,astream of

Tricity's biggest effigy of Ravana, around 180 feet, aloi:gwlth effigies of Kumbhkarna and Meghnad set ablaze during
Dussehra celebration in Sector 5, Panchkula, on Thursday. Kamleshwar Singh

nectar flowing from Ravana's
navel, and the burning of effigies
of Ravana, Meghnad, and
Kumbhkarmna were managed by
remote control directly from the

stage.

Bhatia said that their tallest ef-
figy of Ravana in Chandigarh, at
101 feet, with effigies of Meghnad
and Kumbhkaran standing 95
feet and 90 feet, had eco-friendly
firecrackers.

The chief guest at the event
was Chandigarh Administrator
Gulab Chand Kataria. Deputy
Commissioner of Chandigarh
Nishant Kumar Yadav and Chief
Engineer C B Ojha were special
guests, while Professor Siddharth

Sharma, vice-presidentof GGDSD
College Society, Chandigarh,
presided over the programme.

The committee also contin-
ued with its tradition of present-
ingthe Chandigarh Ratna Award.
This year’s recipients were Dr
Sandeep Bansal from PGIMER
and Monica Sharma, principal of
PML SD Public School,
Chandigarh.

For children, cartoon dmarac—
ters like Mickey Mouse and
Doraemon distributed toffees to
children who were also gifted toy
bows, maces, and swords.

A grand procession began
from Sanatan Dharam Mandir,
Sector 46, at 2:00 pm, passing

through Sectors 46 and 45 before
reaching the Dussehra ground at
about 4:30 pm. The procession
featured tableaus depicting
episodes from the Ramayanaand
the life of Lord Ram. Before the
burning of the effigies, temple
priests chanted Vedic mantras,

Finally, effigies were set to
flamesinthe evening with the re-
mote control.

Heavy traffic congestion was
witnessed after the event as the
crowds disbursed.

Sector 17, Chandigarh, too wit-
nessed thousands of people this
Dussehra. Here the effigies were
of 60 feet each. MP Kartlkeya
Sharma was the chief guest, »

Sector 17 had the city’s oldest
Ramleela, organised since 1953
by Shree Ramleela Committee
Parade Ground, Sector 17, that
culminated into Dussehra event.
The effigies and crackers together
costthem Rs 3 lakh.

First, a procession was taken
outwhich reached the venue and
the effigy was set to flames.

The Parade Ground, Sector 17,
draws more than a lakh people
annually. Traffic congestion was
witnessed with snarls for quite
some time as crowds disbursed
after the event.

In Chandigarh, Dussehra was
held in sectors 34, 27 and other
sectors as well.
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