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NEP U.G. Common-Inter Disciplinary Course 3™ Semester
(2125)
POLITICAL SCIENCE
Paper : Understanding South Asia (In all Mediums)

Time Allowed : 3 Hours] [Maximum Marks : 68

Note :— (1) Question No. 1 is compulsory. Attempt any seven
questions in about 25-30 words. Each question carries

2 marks.

(2) Attempt ONE question from*each Unit. Each question

carries 18 marks.
(Compulsory Question)
1. Attempt any Seven questions:

(i) Why is the term 'South Asia' considered a postcolonial construct

despite its colonial roots?

(i) Explain any two limitations of colonial régional classifications

in capturing South Asia's cultural diversity.

(i) Howdid Partition shape the political boundaries and regional
imagination of South Asia?
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(iv) How do post-colonial nationalisms complicate the idea of South
Asia as a unified region?

(v)  Why is India often considered both a regional power and a
contested neighbor in South Asia?

(vi) How do India’s internal political dynamics impact its regional
engagements in South Asia?

(vii) How did India’s 1974 nuclear test alter regional strategic
dynamics?

(vill) How have alternative regional initiatives like BIMSTEC |
challenged SAARC'’s centrality?

(ix) Why is China’s role in Sri Lanka’s debt crisis a subject of

regional concermn?

(x) What are the implications of China’s military ties with Pakistan

for South Asian security dynamics?
UNIT—I

2. Discuss how British colonialism influenced the political and economic
integration of South Asia.

3. How do post-colonial border disputes and ethno-nationalist

movements challerige the idea of South Asia as a unified region?
- UNIT—II
4. Discuss the historical and geopolitical factors that shape India’s

position within South Asia.
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5. Examine the 1ole of nuclear weapons in shaping South Asia’s regional

security architecture.

UNIT—III

6.  Analyze the political and diplomatic challenges that have hindered
SAARCs effectiveness.

7. Analyze the impact of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) on
South Asian geopolitics.
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